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celona: David Moreton, the first disabled 
swimmer to break one minute in the 100m, won two golds 
for Great Britain, in 100m butterfly and the 400m freestyle. 


Triumph in Bar 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


G-Mex 
faces 
the music 


Pop music lovers Chris and 
Jane Kenny from Stockport 
have forced Manchester’s 
G-Mex centre to re-think its 
policy on disabled concert 
goers. 

As wheelchair users, they 
applied in June for tickets to 
see singer Chris de Burgh, but 
were told they would have to 
sit separately and each bring an 
able-bodied escort. 

“When we complained, G- 
Mex said it was a_ safety 
requirement of the city council, 
and the health and safety exec- 
utive,” said Jane. 

“But when I enquired, I dis- 
covered it was not true. It was 
G-Mex’s own internal policy.” 

Furious at having to sit 
apart, they launched a cam- 
paign to have the rules 
changed. 

They were supported by 
their local Labour MP Anne 
Coffey, Stockport Disability 

Continued on page 2 


Dentists’ 


85p 


dispute 


threatens to hurt 
disabled people 


Fears are mounting that as the dentists’ pay dispute 
with the Government escalates and more of them 
leave the NHS, the service for disabled people will 
become overloaded and waiting lists will grow. 


The Community Dental Ser- 
vice (CDS) treated 202,000 dis- 
abled adults in 1990 and 
thousands of disabled children. 
It is the safety net for people 
who cannot get treatment from 
NHS family dentists. 

The dispute began in July, 
when the Government cut den- 
tal fees by seven per cent. 

Dentists retaliated by refus- 
ing to take on new NHS 
patients, or by leaving the 
NHS altogether. 

Estimates so far are that over 
115,000 NHS patients have lost 
their dentists since July and 
just under half the dentists are 
no longer taking new patients. 

Professor Aubrey Sheiham of 
University College London, 
who heads the department of 
public dental health, — said: 
“With many dentists no longer 
taking on or treating NHS 


patients, disabled people will 
find it increasingly difficult to 
get the dental care they need. 
There has always been a high 
proportion of dentists reluctant 
to treat them and the current 
situation will only make mat- 
ters worse. 

“The CDS is already over- 
worked. It could do without 
this extra pressure being placed 
on it at a time when budgets 
are being cut.” 

Dr June Nunn, secretary of 
the British Society of Dentistry 
for the Handicapped (BSDH), 
which has 465 members, con- 
firmed that the Society was 
concerned about the. impact of 
the dispute on disabled people 
and the CDS. A meeting will 
be held on 8 October. 

Community dentists are 
already feeling the pressure. 

Continued on page 5 


Administrative chaos 
at the Benefits Agency 


Disabled people and their 
families are waiting up to 
eight months for their 
claims to Disabled Living 
or Working Allowances 
(DLA or DWA) to be pro- 
cessed by the Government’s 
Benefits Agency. 

Some are threatening to sue 
the Social Security Secretary 
Peter Lilley. The Commons 
Social Security Committee is to 


Start investigating both benefits 


this month. 

The new benefits were 
launched in April with a £2.7 
million advertising campaign. 
Since then, over 450,000 peo- 
ple have applied for DLA and 
over 19,000 people have 
claimed DWA. Of _ these, 
180,000 people are still waiting 
for their DLA claims to be 
processed, and 1,000 claims for 


DWA are waiting as well. 

Derek Spink, from Erith, 
Kent, applied for DLA for his 
blind, 12-year-old son in 
February. “We’ve made count- 
less phone calls, but have still 
heard nothing. They keep 
telling us they will make a deci- 
sion soon, but they don’t. It’s 
very frustrating.” 

Henry Sherwood of Milton 
Keynes, who works for The 


'Spastics Society’s CP Helpline, 


has received no money since 
his mobility allowance was con- 
verted to DLA in June. He is 
owed £240. 

“They said the delay was 
caused by the computers being 
changed over. If I wasn’t in 
full-time employment, I would 
be in a terrible financial state.” 

Reginald Jones, from 

Continued on page / 


2 NEWS 


Soccer star Gary Lineker 
gives 13-year-old Denise 
Pope from Kettering, 
Northants, a lift at a special 
recording of BBC tv’s We 
Are the Champions featuring 
disabled children. 

Denise competed in the 
programme for her old 
school, Kingsley Special 
School in Northants. She 
now goes to the CTC college 
in Corby. 

More of a computer buff 
than a sports fan, Denise 
would like to be a designer 
when she leaves school. —88¢ 
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Polls position 


Liverpool City Council is to 
review access for disabled peo- 
ple at its polling stations. 

The move follows protests 
by Liberal, Social Democrat 
and Liberal Democrat council- 
lors. Liberal Party councillor 
Steve Radford told the council: 
“Voters should enjoy going to 
polling stations in dignity, not 
mounting an obstacle course of 
shaky wooden steps or manoeu- 
vering through narrow doors.” 

A Spastics Society investiga- 
tion of 846 polling stations at 


the April general election found ~ 


only 12 per cent of them were 
accessible (DN, August). 


G-Mex faces the music 
Continued from page 1 


Group and the Stockport Spas- 
tics Society. 

When Chris de Burgh heard 
of the fight, he offered the 
Kennys four free tickets. The 
couple accepted the tickets, but 
fought on. 

G-Mex finally backed down 
in July. A spokesman said the 
centre would be reviewing its 
policy on disabled customers. 

“It was a tough job making 
them change their minds,” said 
Jane. “But we were determined 
to win for other disabled people 
who want to use the centre in 
future.” 
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its: out Pua 
programme in December 
| after Merseyside TEC cut 
‘it budget by 


es - a sad- 
- is _being 


ad ae 
manifesto and 2 an 


aiding for. only certain 
| specified courses. It also 
blames falling college rolls. 

The college can accom- 


modate 80 students, but 
only 58 will be attending 
this year. 


Handanagic Velid was one of the 68 refugees from war-torn Bosnia who were flown in to 
Britain for emergency treatment on the NHS last month. Mr Velid, 24, has spinal injuries 


and is being treated at the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital in Stanmore. 


SEAN DEMPSEY/PA 


Benefits trap catches thousands 


The Child Poverty Action 
Group (CPAG) wants the 
Government to help thousands 
of elderly and disabled people 
caught in a benefits trap. 

When’ income support 
replaced supplementary benefit 
in 1988, 1.4 million people who 
claimed special allowances to 
cover their heating, washing 
and dietary costs, lost out. 

They were given additional 
payments which raised the 
amount of benefit they got to 
the level provided by the old 
supplementary benefit. 

Since then, the additional 
payments have _ gradually 
diminished as the gap between 
their income support pay- 
ments, which have risen with 
inflation, and the amount they 
were paid in supplementary 
benefit level, has reduced. 


As a result, the benefit pay- 
ments of 10,000 claimants - 
those who were on the highest 
allowances - have been frozen 
since 1988. _ 

The controversial arrange- 
ments have caused hardship for 
people like Christine Salt- 
marshe from Huntingdon. 

Her severely disabled daugh- 
ter’s weekly benefits have been 
frozen at £136. 

Of this, £70.43 comes from 
mobility allowance and disabil- 
ity premium, and these are 
upgraded in line with inflation. 

But the £65.57 she receives 
in income support and transi- 
tional addition is the same as 
the supplementary benefits she 
got before 1988. That £65.57 
would have risen to £83.15 a 
week had the cost-of-living link 
been maintained. 


Respite care allowance 


The Government has 
announced that people entering 
residential homes for respite 
care will be eligible for the new 
residential allowance. 

The allowance will be paid 
to residents on income support. 

It has been set at £50 a week 


The Conference will: 


people with a learning disability 


manifesto and logos will be unveiled 


mencap 


making the most of life 


MENCAP is holding a one day conference on 26th October 1992 
entitled “Positive Images: Positive Action”. 


- address the issue of how to achieve real human and citizen’s rights for 


- seek to challenge attitudes, explore new concepts and focus discussions 
on how to turn rights into actual realities 
- act as the centrepoint of Mencap’s corporate relaunch in which a new 


The Conference will feature an impressive list of speakers including: 
Marcia Rioux - Director of the Roeher Institute at York University, Canada 
(an international perspective on the major civil rights issues) 
Phillipa Russell - Director of the Council for Disabled Children (on the 
Children Act and the Education White Paper) 
Gary Jelen - British Powerlifting Champion for people with a learning disability 
David King - Special advisor at the Department of Health 

The cost of the Conference is £110 + VAT including coffee and 

lunch with a reduction for early booking. 


For further information and registration form call the Conference 
Co-ordinator at Mencap National Centre on 071 454 0454 ext 5594. 


for people living in London, 
and £45 for people living else- 
where in the UK. 

Alistair Burt, Parliamentary 
Secretary for Social Security, 
said the figures related to the 
typical rent paid by people in 
sheltered housing. 


“It’s very unfair,” said Mrs 
Saltmarshe. “We find it hard to 
make ends meet. Annabel 
requires a special diet to con- 
trol her epilepsy, which is 
costly, and I have to do a lot of 
washing because she is inconti- 
nent.” 

CPAG legal officer Vicky 
Chapman, said: “The lack of a 
legal remedy means that many 
people are finding it hard to 
live on their benefits.” 


A Department of Social 
Security spokesperson ruled 
out further help: “It would 


build up an inequality between 
those who received the benefits 
in 1988 and those who claimed 
it afterwards.” 


Community 
care shock 


Angry disability groups have 
accused the Government of 
backtracking over community 
care after health minister Brian 
Mawhinney admitted that the 
reforms will take longer than 
expected to implement. 

Mr Mawhinney said public 
expectations were “quite out of 
line with what is going to hap- 
pen”. He revealed that the first 
year’s efforts would concentrate 
on the assessment of around 
120,000 frail elderly people. 
Schemes to help other groups 
will come in year by year. 

Mencap parliamentary offi- 
cer Anne Watson said: “This is 
frightening. Everyone should 
be assessed at once. It is unac- 
ceptable that there will be fur- 
ther delay when the reforms 
have already been put back 
more than two years.” 

The Spastics Society’s head 
of campaigns Brian Lamb said: 
“The Government’s commit- 
ment to community care must 
now be seriously in question.” 


*Only one in eight disabled 
people were consulted by local 
authorities before community 
care plans were drafted, says a 
new report from the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. 

Researchers from Manch- 
ester University analysed 99 of 
the 116 community care plans 
published in England and 
Wales this year. 


Findings Involving Disabled 
People in Community Care 
Planning, £3, tel: 061 275 4777. 
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4 PARTY CONFERENCES 
Lib Dems denied voice 


Sy 


1 iberal 
Democrats 


Alison Rowat reports 
Disabled Liberal Democrats 
have hit out at the party lead- 
ership for denying them a voice 
on a top committee to review 
the constitution. 

The Constitutional Review 
Working Group is to be made 
up of a range of people, includ- 
ing nine members to be elected 
by the federal conference. 

A Liberal Democrat Disabil- 
ity Association (LDDA) pro- 
posal that at least one person 
among the nine should repre- 
sent black or ethnic minority 
groups, and another should be 
a disabled person, was turned 
down. The conference commit- 
tee rejected the request because 
of “difficulties of definition and 
of electoral practice”. 

The LDDA have accused 
the leadership of failing to 
practise what they preach. 

Pat Atherton from London, 
LDDA chair, is bitterly disap- 
pointed. “We felt very strongly 
that, if the party believes in 
equal opportunities, it should 
recognise that in such an 
important matter as a review of 


Cost of integration 


The cost of integrating chil- 
dren with disabilities into 
mainstream schools is far less 
than is commonly supposed, 


the constitution, black mem- 
bers and disabled members 
must be given a voice. Without 
this opportunity to be heard, 
issues concerning race and dis- 
ability will yet again be 


ignored. Bearing in mind that 
the constitution is the tool that 


implements the fundamental 
beliefs of the party, the rejec- 
tion is even more unfair.” 

The LDDA is now consider- 
ing whether to put up one 


according to a new report 
launched at the conferences. 
The Spastics Society and the 


National Union of Teachers 


Getting together at the first LDDA stall at the Fringe. 


member for the committee 
standing on a disability ticket. 

The dispute is the latest in a 
series of hiccups between the 
party and the LDDA. 

When the LDDA asked the 
party for a £200 start-up loan 
it was turned down. And when 


the group wanted to check out 
the venue’s accessibility before 
the conference, they had to pay 
their own expenses. 

Despite these differences, the 


‘£2,000’ 


commissioned management 
consultants Coopers and 
Lybrand to estimate how much 
integration would actually cost. 


THE NEW VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE 
BY INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS 


Various options of 
wheelchair access 
available on this super 
new model, including 
underfloor electro- 
hydraulic lifts, hydraulic 
lowering rear Suspension 
with spring assisted alloy 
ramp, manual ramps etc. 
Disabled driver options 
for full independence. 


Contact Paul Cassidy 0704-231081, 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 


$9 8 2 @ 


Disability Now October 1992. 


Prices start from 
£13,950.00 on the road 
excluding all taxes from 
which disabled users are 


exempt. 


Recognised Converter 


conference has been a success 
for the LDDA, rounding off 
their first six months in opera- 
tion. From having 33 members 
at the start of the conference, 
they have acquired another 20. 

They are making an impact, 
although not as quickly as they 
would like. “We are combatting 
attitudes within the party very 
slowly,” said Pat Atherton. 
“They do still regard disability 
as purely a physical access 
issue. The wider access issues 
escape them. 

“Until we get all our coun- 
cillors aware of all the disability 
issues, they’re going to make 
wrong decisions in planning, 
recruiting, education, etc.” 

There are big plans for the 
future too, including a disabil- 
ity roadshow and getting par- 
ents of people with disabilities 
involved in the Association. 

Hazel M. Morrison from 
Ceredigion is a fan of the 
LDDA. “They’ve cheered me 
up a lot. They’re working. I like 
the angle they take, which is 
that disabled people want rights, 


not just to be ‘cared for’.” 


Membership costs £6 for waged 
people, £3 for unwaged. Contact 
Kim Milward, 10 Lennard Road, 
Penge, London SE20. 


Although no official figure has 
ever been put on the costs of 
integration, it has been widely 
assumed to be expensive. 
Coopers and Lybrand found 
that once start-up costs, such 
as access adaptations, have been 
covered, children could be 
placed in mainstream schools 
for an extra cost of around 
£2,000 a year per disabled 
pupil. The research is based on 


interviews with five local 
authorities. 
The report highlights a 


shortage of information among 
local authorities about how 
much full integration will cost. 
This is caused by weaknesses in 
policy and planning, and made 
worse by funding worries. 

It recommends more 
research into the costs of inte- 
gration, audits by local authori- 
ties to find out how accessible 
their schools are and what it 
would cost to improve them, 
and better guidance for author- 
ities on policy and planning. 

Rochdale Liberal Democrat 
MP Liz Lynne warned a meet- 
ing organised by Challenge, the 
campaign for people with mul- 
tiple disabilities, and Mind, 
that funding for community 
care must be ring-fenced if dis- 
abled people’s needs are to be 
met and community care is to 
become “an achievable reality”. 

The LDDA invited represen- 
tatives from some of the major 
disability charities to explain 
their work. Other meetings were 
held by the Carers National 
Association, the British Medical 
Association, the Terence Hig- 
gins Trust, the National Associ- 
ation of Citizens Advice 
Bureaux, and Age Concern. 


What was decided 
Among the motions passed 
at the Liberal Democrats 
conference in Harrogate 
from 13 to 17 September 
were calls for: 

* a policy working group on 
genetic engineering 

* women to have access to 
an abortion on the NHS 
within 14 days of asking 

* housing policy to concen- 
trate particularly on people 
who are homeless, in need 
of independent homes, and 
increasing the supply of 
affordable housing 

* trade unions praised for 
their role in fighting dis- 


crimination 
* water standing charges for 
pensioners to be abolished. 


Motions at the Trades 
Union Congress (TUC) 
conference in_ Blackpool 
from 7 to 11 September 
included calls for: 

* Labour MPs who win the 
chance of presenting private 
members’ bills should con- 
sider the many issues affect- 
ing disabled people such as 
discrimination, accessible 
transport, etc. Proposed. by 
the National League of the 
Blind and Disabled. 

* equal opportunities train- 
ing for all managerial and 
supervisory staff 

* more investment in edu- 
cation to ensure special 
needs are met. 


Ramp let 
venue down 


Access-wise, the Harrogate 
International Centre was a suc- 
cess except for one glaring 
error - a huge, spiralling ramp 
up the middle of the building. 

Patrick Speechley-Lawes 
from Mid-Staffordshire said: 
“The ramp is too long and it’s 
too steep. The lifts don’t go up 
to every floor. You can come 
up from the car park to the 
foyer, but if I want to go to the 
second level where the exhibi- 
tions are I have to get up that 
ramp.” As an_ ex-disabled 


sportsman, he could do it. 
Beth Gee from Beckenham 


Patrick Speechley-Lawes 


thought the toilets for disabled 
people were “a bit basic” and 
difficult to turn round in if you 
were a wheelchair user. 

Sometimes, the speaker or 
the signer was obscured by 
the tv crews. 

The LDDA will be reporting 
their findings to the leader of 
Harrogate Council. 


Home helps may have to go 


The home help service is 
under-funded and in danger of 
disappearing, warns a new 
report from Age Concern. 

Lack of money for home 
helps has led to “enormous 
hardship, often suffered in 
silence, by vulnerable people 
who don’t understand the sys- 
cem and are reluctant to chal- 
lenge authority.” 

The report sets out what 
rights dependent elderly people 
have to home help. It also 
explains how they can chal- 
lenge a local authority decision 
not to give them the service by 
seeking a judicial review, con- 
tacting the local government 
ombudsman or suing the 
authority for breach of its 
statutory duty. 

The report tells how, last 


year, a disabled man won his 
fight against Hereford and 
Worcester social _ services 
department who had refused 
him full-time help. He 
obtained a financial settlement 
out of court and the help he 
needed. (DN, November 1991). 
The report emphasises that 
“local outcries against cuts and 
home help show how funda- 
mental this service is for older 
people who can no longer man- 
age to look after themselves.” 


* The local ombudsman has 
ruled that a man who com- 
plained about the home help 
and meals on wheels services in 
Kensington and Chelsea should 
get £150 compensation. 

Of the home help, the client 
said the council took too long 


PENROSE BURDEN 
NORTH CORNWALL 


SELF-CATERING HOLIDAY COTTAGES DESIGNED 
FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 


Eight traditional stone cottages (sleeping 2-6) recently converted with wheelchair 
users in mind. Each has private garden with parking on tarmac. Level access 
throughout. Woodburning stoves (free logs) & free night-stores. Linen provided. 
Dogs accepted. Colour TVs. Home made meals on arrival and each evening. Superb 
rural area with outstanding views from low level windows. Being in wh/ch. myself 
all aspects have been carefully considered - we aim to provide a really RELAXED 
HOLIDAY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. Easy distance from best beaches. One 
mile private fishing with wh/ch. platforms. Open all year. Car essential. Early 
enquiry advised - many return bookings. 1993 rates from £115-£420 (VAT 
included). Large colour brochure (2 x 2nd class stamps appreciated) from: 

R. & N. Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. 
Tel: Bodmin (0208) 850277 & 850617. 
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THE DISCREET CONVERSION 
FOR THE WHEELCHAIR USER 


AND FAMILY 
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EXCLUSIVE SUPPLY OF 
NEW 2-LITRE 


PILLAR BOX LANE - BEER HACKETT - DORSET - Tel: 0935 872603 


to set up a regular service and 
he had been charged the full 
rate after being told he need 
pay only 50p. The ombudsman 
said the home help allegations 
had arisen from poor commu- 
nication rather than maladmin- 
istration, but the standard of 
service was inadequate. 


Dentists’ dispute 
Continued from page 1 


One, from North London, who 
would not be named, 
explained: “We are treating 
more and more disabled people 
who can’t get NHS treatment 
after being turned down by 
family dentists, and unless our 
resources are increased, the sit- 
uation will become very diffi- 
cult. 

“We do what we can, but I 
would like to spend more time 
working with disabled people. 
This is difficult because I also 
have to treat elderly patients 
and homeless people, so my 
time is limited.” 

Dave Silver, district dental 
officer for Hertfordshire, is 
worried about how his CDS 
will cope. “We have waiting 
lists for the first time, as long 
as three years for orthodontic 
treatment, and the situation is 
likely to get worse.” 

The Department of Health is 
playing down the fears. A 
spokeswoman said: “Only a 
very small proportion of the 
population are affected by the 
dentists’ pay dispute and we 
are not aware that it is causing 
any problems for the CDS.” 


No sweat: John Naude shows students on an ASBAH 
lifestyles development course how to improve mobility. 


Toshiba finds good ideas 


This year’s Toshiba Year of 
Invention Competition has two 
disability aids in the regional 
finals. 

Textcall, by Richard Mead, 
16, from Cheltenham, will help 
hearing impaired people. It 
sends phone messages via the 


FORGOTTEN BUT NOT GONE: 
MEETING THE NEEDS OF 
AGEING DISABLED PEOPLE 


Venue: Policy Studies Institute Conference Centre 


Date: Tuesday 17th November 1992 


number buttons, each repre- 
senting three alphabet letters. 
Floatsation, by Eddy Ander- 
son, a head teacher from 
Hartlepool and Andy Oughton, 
a Stanley businessman, is a raft 
specially designed for disabled 
people (DN September). 


JOSEPH 
ROWNTREE 
FOUNDATION 


While there are very large numbers of people who experience disability as a 
consequence of the ageing process, a smaller but no less important group are 
people who become disabled in child or early adulthood and who are now 

ageing with their disabilities. 


This one day seminar has been organised to coincide with the launch of a major 
report on the first study to examine the needs and experiences of ageing disabled 
people in the UK. Findings from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation supported 
project will be presented by the researchers Professor Mike Oliver and Gerry 
Zarb. There will also be a number of smaller group discussions bringing 
together disabled people, statutory agencies and voluntary groups to explore the 
implications for health services and personal support services and disability 
organisations. Other topics for discussion include race and gender dimensions to 
ageing with disability and independent living. Most of the group discussions 
will be led by people with personal experience of ageing with disability, and 
there will be opportunities for participants to explore issues around their own 
particular personal or professional interests. 


The registration fee for the seminar is £70 (which includes the 
cost of the report). Note: Up to 30 free places have been reserved 
for disabled people wishing to attend. 


For booking forms and further details, contact - Cathy 
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Lewington, c/o School of Secondary Education, University of 
Greenwich, Bexley Road, London SE9 2PQ (Tel: 081 316 9587) 


6 BREAKTHROUGHS 


Babies get 
meningitis 
protection 


A new jab is available this 
month which could wipe out 
one of the commonest forms of 


meningitis. 
The new vaccine will only 
protect infants from Hib 


(haemophilus influenzae type 
B) meningitis, one of three 
main forms of bacterial menin- 


ou've admired them from afar. 
(Perhaps they weren't within 


your range). 


In which case, it’s time you took a 


closer look. 


A brand new Peugeot 106 is now 
available to you at an initial rental 


that simply couldn't be lower. 
Nil, to be precise. 


In terms of style, performance, 
comfort and handling, the 106 could 


hardly be improved. 


For your particular needs, however, 


gitis in the UK. 

Hib inflames the lining sur- 
rounding the brain. About 
1,000 infants contract the con- 
dition every year. Of these, 
over 60 die, and others can be 
left brain-damaged or deaf. 

The immunisation  pro- 
gramme starts on 1 October 
and will be offered to all babies 
in three doses at two, three and 
four months old. The jab will 
be given at the same time as 
diptheria, whooping cough and 
tetanus injections. 

Children aged under two are 


most at risk from Hib. But 
older children up to the age of 
four will also be offered the 
vaccine as part of a “catch-up” 
programme. 

The vaccine has been devel- 
oped and tested by scientists in 
Finland, America and the John 
Radcliffe hospital in Oxford. 

Helen Buttery of the 
National Meningitis Trust said: 
“The vaccine is a great step 
forward because almost half the 
babies who develop meningitis 
catch the Hib strain. But par- 
ents will still have to be on 


NOW THERE'S 


NOTHING 
TO STOP YOU 
CHOOSING A 


THE LION GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH. 


improvements could hardly be easier. 
Your dealer can arrange for your 

chosen vehicle (including the very 

competitively priced 205, 309, 405 


their guard as it is useless 
against all other forms of the 
condition.” 


Drug hope 
for MND 


A protein which may provide 
the first successful treatment 
for Motor Neurone Disease 
(MND) is being tested on 
American patients. 

MND is a rapidly progres- 
sive muscle-wasting condition 


or 605) to take swivel seats, hand 
controls, and cranes for wheelchairs, 
with a minimum of fuss. 

Should other special features such 
as electric windows, or a sunroof seem 
a refreshing idea, we're sure that your 
Peugeot Representative will be equally 
accommodating. 


For further information, 
please contact your local 
Peugeot Dealer, who 
will be able to help you 
decide which model 
best suits your needs. 


oe 


MOTABILITY 


PEUGEOT 


Peugeot Motability Department 0203 884000 


that destroys motor neurones in 
the brain and spine. 

Two drug companies, Syner- 
gen and Regeneron, have begun 
preliminary clinical trials of cil- 
iary neurotrophic factor 
(CNTF), which has prolonged 
the lives of mice with a similar 
condition to MND. 

In tests, seven out of eight 
mice survived after CNTF 
treatment, but only four out of 
eight untreated mice were still 
alive 40 days after birth. 

The tests were carried out by 
the Max Planck Institute for 
Psychiatry in  Martinstried, 
Germany. The research team, 
led by Hans Thoenen, believe 


CNTF is the first real hope of ~ 


a cure. Scientists are unsure 
how CNTF works, but they 
believe it may restore damaged 
motor neurones. 

Ruth Carlyle of the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association 
said: “The results of the Ger- 
man experiments look very 
promising but it is too soon to 
say whether the drug will be 
beneficial for humans.” 


Tumours 
targeted 
by tablet 


A drug that treats previously 
incurable brain tumours is 
being tested on 150 people by 
the Cancer Research Campaign 
(CRC) at Charing Cross hospi- 
tal. 

Temozolomide, developed by 
Professor Malcolm Stevens and 
his colleagues at Aston Univer- 
sity, is taken in tablet form and 
absorbed into the bloodstream. 

Unlike other anti-cancer 
drugs, Temozolomide has small 
enough molecules to squeeze 
through a protective barrier 
between the brain and blood 
supply and has no major side 
effects. It is designed to pene- 


trate tumour cells and stop — 


them dividing and growing. 

Professor Ed Newlands, who 
is carrying out the tests for the 
CRC, said: “Temozolomide 
given with radiotherapy has led 
to impressive progress in the 
ability of patients with brain 
tumours to speak, think and 
function normally.” 

A CRC spokesperson said: 
“We hope the drug can be used 
to treat other kinds of cancers 
as well, but it will be at least 
another five years before it is 
ready to market.” 
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Special education 
watchdog on patrol 


A new group to fight for better 
special education for disabled 
children has been formed. 

The Special Educational 
Consortium is being organised 
by the Council for Disabled 
Children. Membership includes 
the National Deaf Childrens’ 
Society (NDCS), the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 
(RNIB), the Royal Association 
for Disability and Rehabilita- 
tion (RADAR) and the Centre 
for Studies on Integration in 
Education (CSIE). 

The Consortium _ believes 
changes in the Government’s 
white paper, Choice and Diver- 
sity, could pose a threat to spe- 
cial education ((DN, Sept). 

Among its concerns is the 
the diminishing role of local 
education authorities and the 


Administrative chaos 
Continued from page 1 


Manchester was about to issue 
a summons against the Secre- 
tary of State for Social Security 
after waiting since March for 
his £11.55 a week, when the 
money came in September. 

At least four others in his 
area are planning legal action, 
according to a Manchester City 
Council welfare advisor, David 
Singer. “The Government 
thought 100,000 people would 
apply in the first six months, 
but a quarter of a million 
responded to the advertising 
campaign before the end of 
April. This has caused admin- 
istrative chaos and the system 


loss of support and advisory 
services. 

Paul Ennals, chair of the 
Consortium and RNIB’s direc- 
tor of education and leisure 
said: “The introduction of mar- 
ket forces into education poses 
a threat to children with special 
educational needs. The Special 
Educational Consortium has 
been established to defend their 
interests. We want the promise 
of ‘choice and diversity’ to be 
extended to all children.” 

The Consortium was due to 
have its first meeting with 
Department for Education offi- 
cials on 17 September. 


Contact Nadya Kassam, Consor- 
tium Co-ordinator, Council for 
Disabled Children, 8 Wakley 
Street, London ECIV 7QE. 


has all but collapsed.” 

Sally Witcher of the charity 
Disability Alliance says they 
have had hundreds of com- 
plaints. “The Benefits Agency 
has probably done what it can 
within the resources it has been 
allocated. It’s up to the Gov- 
ernment to sort this mess out.” 

A Benefits Agency 
spokesperson said: “Measures 
introduced to eliminate the 
backlog of claims are now tak- 
ing effect. A special task force 
is helping to make the overall 
system more efficient and help- 
ing with the most urgent cases. 

“The number of cases pro- 
cessed since mid-June has dou- 
bled but we are continuing to 
monitor the situation.” 


9th NALGO LESBIAN 
& GAY CONFERENCE 


Photographer Lesley Smith has captured the work of Queen 


Elizabeth II Special School in Westminster in a series of 
portraits. Exhibiting at the Beauchamp Lodge Centre, 2 
Warwick Crescent, London W2, till 2 October. To hire, tel: 


071-735 3645. 


LESLEY SMITH 


Seminar on being a star 


Budding media moguls who are 
visually impaired got some tips 
from the top during the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 
week from 12-19 September. 
Channel 4 chief executive 
Michael Grade was one of the 
speakers at a seminar for visu- 
ally impaired people interested 


in or self-employed in the arts, 
entertainment and media. 

Other events in the week, to 
highlight the work of the 
RNIB, included the launch of 
the first audio-described video 
(see page 22), and a celebration 
of Talking Books’ 50th birth- 
day. 


Tynesiders 
take on 
the council 


Deaf people and parents of deaf 
children in South Tyneside 
have taken their social services 
department to task about lack 
of services. 

With the support of the 
British Deaf Association, 40 
people wrote to complain that 
for 12 years the social services 
had failed to provide proper 
social work and sign language 
interpreting services. 

The complaint was made 
using the formal procedures 
introduced in April this year 


under the 1990 NHS and 
Community Care Act. 
In his official response, 


director of social services Brian 
Latham acknowledged _ that 
there had been problems, but 
that the department was trying 
to make improvements. 

He also pledged to reconvene 
a social services sub-committee 
on services for deaf and blind 
people which has not met for a 
year-and-a-half, and to meet 
the complainants. 

Although the group will 
meet Mr Latham, they are also 
appealing against his response. 

Parent Lynne Rowan said: 
“The director’s response shows 
our complaint is justified but it 
does not offer us any hope that 
things will change.” 

The appeal must now be 
heard within 28 days. 


WHEN YOU SEE A STAIRCASE 


DO YOU SEEA. 


/ 


THAT BARRIER CAN 
NOW BE BROKEN 
DOWN BY THE 


scalamobil 


POWERED STAIR 
CLIMBER 


WORKING FOR 
LESBIAN & 
GAY RIGHTS 


The 1992 National Lesbian and 
Gay Conference will be held at 
the Plymouth Moat House, Devon, 
from November 13-15. 


The Scalamobil will fit directly onto 
your own manual wheelchair or can 
be supplied with its own accessory 
chair. Your own chair can also be 
converted to battery power for flat 
ground. In daily use the Scalamobil is 
versatile and truly mobile, being 
compact, light and easily dismantled. 


For further details and/or a free home 
demonstration please contact: 


Conference is open to all 
NALGO's lesbian and gay members. Black lesbians 
and gay men and lesbians and gay men with 
disabilities are particularly welcome. There will be 
caucus meetings throughout the weekend. 


Registration forms now available from 
DP/CT, NALGO, 1 Mabledon Place, London WC1H 9A] 
or Tel: 071 388 2366 Ext: 262 
Closing date for registration is 25 Sept 1992 
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Dept. DN102, Room 13, Enterprise House, 7 Gordon Street,Luton LUI 2QP 
Telephone: 0582 484785 Fax: 0582 484157 
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Minicoms 
for GP 
surgeries 


Deaf people living in Salford 
can now make an appointment 
with their GP direct, thanks to 
a unique service provided by 
the Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People (RNID) and Sal- 
ford Family Health Service 
Authority (FHSA). 

The “deaf awareness service” 
has placed minicoms with 70 
GP practices and health cen- 
tres, making 128 GPs accessi- 
ble. GPs and surgery staff are 
also having training in sign lan- 
guage and deaf awareness. 

A hearing loop system is 
being introduced into one or 
two surgeries as a pilot scheme. 

RNID chief executive Steve 
Etherington said: “Making an 
appointment to visit the doctor, 
or going along to the surgery is 
daunting for most people, but 
it is an even greater burden for 
deaf people. But with this new 
awareness package it should be 


much less of an _ inconve- 
nience.” 
“We hope other health 


authorities will follow Salford’s 
lead and work with the RNID 
to develop similar services.” 

The £15,000 cost of the 
minicoms and sign language 
modules has been paid for by 
the FHSA while the RNID 
provided the training. 


Why read somebody else’s 
copy of DN, when you can 
have your own for only £10 


a year? Please support DN 
with a subscription. The 
coupon is on page 31. 
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Innovative Care Frediucts 


"Take the yee Ou 


FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT: 


INVA-DEX LTD 
66-68 MANCHESTER ROAD 
CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH 
STOCKPORT 
CHESHIRE 


TEL: 0298-816366 


Ten years as a volunteer toy librarian has won Joy Clinch, 70, a long service award from the 


Mayor of Barnet, Cllr Fred Poole. Grateful parents and their disabled children, including 


Natalie Caillault, 3, and her brother Jean Michel, 1, gave her flowers and plants. 


JOHN RIFKIN 


£2 more for pensioners ‘inadequate’ 


Single pensioners on income 
support will get an extra {2 a 
week from October, bringing 
them up to £14.50. 

Couples will have an extra 
£3, bringing them to £22.35. 

The increase is described as 
“hopelessly inadequate” by the 
Caring Costs Campaign (CCC), 
a coalition of 40 charities, 
including the Carers’ National 
Association, Disability Alliance 
and The Spastics Society. 

CCC insists older carers 
need greater financial help and 
it wants the Government to 
introduce a non-means tested 
flat-rate allowance for all full- 
time carers. 


t of bathing! 


FAX: 0298 816106 
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It says the unpaid work of 
carers saves the country £24 
billion a year, yet the Govern- 
ment spends less than 0.25 per 
cent of its total social security 
figure on benefits for carers. 

CCC campaigns and devel- 
opment manager Ken Kelling 
said: “Benefits for older carers 
are hopelessly inadequate and 


most of them are excluded 
from social security payments 
specifically for carers, so they 
have to use up their savings 
and borrow just to get by. 
“Although we welcome this 
benefit increase, the extra 
money will do little to help. 
The Government should intro- 
duce a flat-rate allowance now.” 


Toni gets her Carters tyres 


A DN reader from Bulgaria, 
who was desperate for new 
tyres for her wheelchair, has 
now received them. 

In her article,“It’s a dog’s life 
being disabled in Bulgaria” 
(DN March 792), Toni Ovtcha- 
zova (see right with her dog) 
mentioned the impossibility of 
getting replacement tyres for 
her Carters wheelchair. 

DN contacted Carters, who 


immediately responded, and 
sent her the tyres for free. 
Toni was overjoyed. She 


wrote: “Thanks to these peo- 
ple I will not lose my indepen- 


dence as I feared and in these 
nice warm summer days I am 
not condemned to stay in my 
room.” 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Ireland, Florida, Cote d’Azur, 


Costa Blanca, Tenerife, Algarve & Majorca 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 


FULL COLOUR BROCHURE 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, aa 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 0942 891811 ex> 


Aa TY 
IN BRIEF 


Service at a call 


Safeway has become the first | 
shop to offer Servicecall, an | 
electronic request system for | 


disabled customers, at all its 
petrol stations. 
Disabled motorists can now 


use Servicecall’s remote control | 


transmitter to alert staff at 35 
Safeway filling stations instead 
of using their horns or flashing 
lights. 

There are plans to introduce 
it in selected Safeway super- 
markets too. 


Volunteer student care 
Starting this term, disabled 
students at Staffordshire Uni- 
versity will be able to have 24- 
hour care from volunteers. 

The scheme, a first in the 
UK, will team volunteers aged 
18 to 27 with disabled students 
to help them with personal 
hygiene, domestic chores and 
note-taking in lectures. 

The scheme’s manager Liz 
Lewis said: “Our volunteers 
will have to be committed and 
flexible because they will be the 
arms, legs, ears and eyes of dis- 
abled students.” 


For more information, tel: Wel- 


fare Services (0782) 573274. 


Arthritis Charter 

A Charter for people with 
arthritis and their doctors has 
been drawn up by the charity 
Arthritis Care. 

It calls for non-urgent 
appointments to be arranged 
within three days, improved 
arrangements for home visits 
and more information on acces- 
sibility of all medical premises. 

Arthritis Care chief executive 
Richard Gutch said the Charter 
had been published because “It 
is essential that the views of 
people with the condition are 
taken into account.” 


* People with arthritis who take 
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs (NSAIDs) are twice as 
likely to get bleeding from an 
ulcer in the stomach or duode- 
num as patients who don’t, says 
Dr Duncan Colin-Jones in a 
new report funded by the Med- 
ical Research Council. About 
30,000 people a year are admit- 
ted to hospital suffering from 
bleeding and 600 die from fac- 
tors related to taking NSAIDs. 
Dr Colin-Jones says that GPs 
are aware of the risk but 24 
million prescriptions are still 
written annually for NSAIDs. 
He is urging GPs to opt for 
lower risk drugs, used in low 
doses, such as aspirin. 


ILF cutback 

Some readers have been wor- 
ried that changes in the quali- 
fying criteria for the 
Independent Living Fund (DN 
September) would affect them 
as existing recipients. The 
changes apply only to new 
applicants. Apologies for not 
making the situation clearer. 


Lindsey Etchell 
reports on a survey 
done for Which? 
magazine by the 
independent 


research charity 
RICA (Research 
Institute for 
Consumer Affairs) 


A set of rigid rods and a couple 
of heavy metal pivots below a 
car steering wheel, a metal bar 
across the centre of the wheel, 
and a hefty knob protruding 
from its rim. What have you 
got? Push/pull hand controls 
and a steering wheel ball, of 
course. Without them, many 
disabled motorists would not 
be able to drive. 

With them, you have an 
increased risk of injury in a 
crash. 

Luckily, your chances of 
having a car crash are very low. 
But disabled motorists have as 
much right to safe driving as 
non-disabled people and car 
adaptations should be as safe as 
possible besides being easy to 
use, durable, and able to meet a 
range of needs. 

Our surveys for Which? (July 
92) on motoring for disabled 
people showed the all too 


control: 


AID’s flexible cable link 


Safer accelerator 
familiar discrimination — that 
exists in insurance, and park- 
ing. 

But when we asked engineers 
specialising in road accident 
injury to investigate the sec- 
ondary safety aspects of 30 
adapted cars (ie how well a car 
would protect you in a crash, as 
opposed to how likely it is to 
crash) they were shocked at 
what they found. 

Some of the adaptations were 
crude, they said, with little 
attention to safety and so could 
increase the risk of injury in a 
crash. 

But they also said more 
thoughtful designs could cut 
risks significantly and shouldn’t 
add much to the cost. 

The report is being passed to 
the Department of Transport 
and to adaptation manufactur- 
ers. We plan to hold a meeting 
with them later in the year to 
thrash out the difficulties of 
producing safe adaptations and 


from there, hopefully, to 
encourage the design of safer 
systems. 

Meanwhile, here are the 


main findings, which reveal the 
weaknesses of some designs and 
the stronger points of others. 

(DN readers: what do think 
about car adaptations? - Editor) 


Push-pull hand controls 


Adaptations from Bekker, 
Cowal, Jim Doran, Hodge, 
Reselco and Wards hand con- 
trols all had a similar safety 
problem: heavy pivots and rigid 
metal structures in front of one 
or both of the driver’s knees. 
Hitting these in a crash could 
result in anything from bruis- 
ing to a fracture. 

Regulations limit the danger 
of a steering column being 
pushed towards the driver’s 
chest if the car is hit from the 
front. But the metalwork on 
some of these hand controls 
could stiffen the column, limit- 
ing its ability to bend in a crash 
and risking chest injury. 

Floor-mounted controls are 
generally safer, because the 
heavy pivots are on the floor, 
not at knee level. The metal- 
work could still injure legs in a 
sideways crash, but this is not 
so common as front impact. 

Some conversions do reduce 
hazards. Hand controls linked 
to the accelerator with flexible 
cable instead of metalwork are 
much easier on a knee. Cables 
need to be carefully installed, 
so as not to catch legs or 
calipers, and well maintained. 

We saw an _ Automated 
Industrial Developments (AID) 
hand control which used this 
method (see /eft), but disap- 
pointingly, the brake conver- 
sion had a rigid metal plate and 
lever in front of the driver’s 
other knee. 

The engineers were 
impressed with a push brake 
where the pivot was_ higher 
than knee level and the mount- 


PLYMOUTH DISABLED LIVING 


“Equipment for the physically challenged” 


MOBILITY & REHABILITATION SPECIALISTS 


Suppliers for: 
CARTERS (J&A) Ltd. VESSA. BOOSTER. SHOPRIDER. 
EVEREST & JENNINGS. LEVO STANDING CHAIR. AMIGO. 


SPECIAL HIGH/ASSISTED LIFTING SEAT CHAIRS. 
AUTOMATIC DOOR OPENERS - SHOWERS - HOISTS & 
LIFTERS. F.J. PAYNES BEDS. FULLY ADJUSTABLE 
WHEELED WALKERS AND MANY OTHER ITEMS. 


CAR PARKING - DRIVE-IN SHOWROOM. 


Contact Mike Harris, Unit B, Huxley Close, 
Newnham Ind. Est., Plympton. 
Tel: (0752) 342666. 


ing came from above the steer- 
ing column. 

A combination of these tech- 
niques would make a good 
push/pull hand control. We are 
told they exist, but they were 
not on any of the cars assessed. 


Steering-wheel balls 

In a severe crash it is quite 
common for the driver’s face to 
hit the steering wheel, even if a 
seat belt is worn. 

A steering-wheel ball on the 
front of the rim is closer to the 
face and the impact will be 
more concentrated than from 
just the rim. 

Covering the knob with an 
energy absorbing material 
would spread the force, yet all 
the knobs we saw were com- 
pletely rigid. 

More worrying is the way in 
which many of the knobs were 
fitted - mostly on to flat or 
tubular bars which run from 
one side of the steering wheel 
to the other. Something else 
hard to hit your head on. 

Steering-wheels are now 
being designed with thick 
padding between the hard end 
of the steering column and the 
steering-wheel (as in most 
Rover, Saab, Vauxhall and 
Volvo models). Run a metal bar 
across the middle of the steer- 
ing wheel and the carefully 
built-in protection is lost. 

A safer design is to clamp 
the knob on to the wheel rim. 
It must be kept firmly in place 
and different rim thicknesses 
have to be dealt with, but it can 
be done. We saw an American 
design, the Grand Pree, on a 


INVESTIGATION 9 
How safe are your car adaptations? 


Safe wheelchair winch: 
Hodge’s one for a manual 
wheelchair is_ floor-based. 
Disabled driver’s wife, Mrs 
Pam Mercer from Ashtead, 
Surrey, found it easy to use. 
She felt someone was think- 
ing of the carer too. 


British car (see below). 

Our suggestion to steering- 
wheel manufacturers is to build 
in points in the rim or spokes 
of standard steering-wheels so 
that a ball can be screwed in. 
Or, more expensively, develop 


Safer steering-wheel ball: 
Grand Pree from the USA 


a knob that sinks into the wheel 
on impact. 


Accelerator rings 

An accelerator ring plus a brake 
lever is a more expensive alter- 
native to push/pull hand con- 
trols. Our engineers assessed 
the Kempf and Guidosimplex 
systems where you press on a 
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Remote 13 Amp Switch 
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Other Appliances 


Video Cassette Recorder 
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ring in front of the steering- 
wheel to go faster. 

The rings are nearer to the 
driver’s face than a standard 
wheel, and the Kempf has a 
hard hub in the middle which 
could cause severe injury in a 
crash. Again, it covers any 
built-in padding. 

The Guidosimplex system 
replaces the car’s standard 
wheel with its own wheel and 
ring. There was no padding 
and there were metal structures 
in front of the knees. 

The very principle of accel- 
erator rings worries some peo- 
ple - slumping against them 
makes the car lurch forward. 


Unsafe placing 

Some equipment was badly 
placed. An SVO electric seat 
raiser with a rigid part up the 
back of the front seat could, in 
a rear crash, bend the seat and 
occupant over the top of the 
part, risking severe back injury. 

A Hodge winch for an elec- 
tric wheelchair had the rigid 
mechanism just behind the 
back seat passenger’s head. Yet 
another winch for a manual 
wheelchair, also by Hodge, was 
safely on the floor (see above). 

The easiest safety problem to 
solve was badly positioned 
anchorage points for seat belts. 
The belt should lie across the 
pelvis or upper thighs, not the 
stomach where it can cause 
severe damage. There is really 
no excuse for this when it 
would cost so little to put right. 


Lindsey  Etchell is — senior 
researcher at RICA, 2 Maryle- 
bone Road, London NW1 4DF. 


Switch-a-Switch 


by Ridley Electronics Limited 


NUE 


Other Environmental 
Controls 


‘Hands Free’ Telephone 


xxx Remote control of your environment « x x 
**x Transmitter switches to enable 
control by any part of the body xxx 


R DLEY ELECTRONICS umn 


66a Capworth Street Leyton London E10 7HA 
Telephone: 081 558 7112 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Discrimination at the Beeb? 
The piece about the BBC’s 
new Disability Programmes 
Unit (DPU) (DN, August) 
amazed me. 

All the members of the team 
in the picture will be 
acceptable to the able-bodied 
community; those standing 
have “hidden disabilities” and 
the one in front I have seen in 
the One in Four programmes 
doing marathons. 

I once saw Christopher 
Hutchins in a discussion 
programme and he is able- 
bodied, and the editor, judging 
by her profile (on page 20 of 
the same issue), knows very 
little about the problems of the 
severely disabled. 

Cerebral palsied people - 
and I am the parent of a 
person with cp - know that 
“the deaf” do not usually 
consider themselves 
“disabled”. Perhaps the editor 
couldn’t understand Chris 
Davies - he has a speech 
defect and is severely 
physically disabled. I have 
watched him many times on 
tv. 

She says “the pace of the 
job was too fast for him”. 
Does she expect to act as if 
those she chooses are 
unimpaired - because that is 
what she means - so that they 
can cope with the system? 

The system must be 
adjusted to cope with those a 
DPU takes on - or are those 
responsible being careful to 
choose people who are not so 
disabled? 


ere) 


She says “we will empower 
disabled people to become 
programme makers”. I bet 
Chris Davies wonders what he 
has been working to achieve all 
these years. No wonder he 
“disagreed with editorial 
policy”! 

The BBC job advertisements 
in DN a few weeks ago should 
perhaps have read “only those 
disabled people fit enough to 
work a 12 hour day, seven 
days a week, need apply”. All 
cp and other severely disabled 
people would perhaps have 
realised that nothing changes, 
even in a DPU, when run by 
the “normal disabled”. 

I watched the programmes 
made by the unit last week and 
they can only get better. 

I just hope the editor learns 
about disability pretty soon. I 
doubt whether she knows what 
the word “cult” means, and I 
wouldn’t think that disabled 
people - the majority of whom 
are in the older age group - 
would want to be in a 
“disability cult”. Her 
experience in “youth and 
schools programmes including 
Def IT” will not help her. 

Mrs H Skeath 
Halton, Cheshire 


Valentine vexed 

I would like to comment on 
“Be her valentine” (sic, DN 
April). 

A quotation was cribbed 
from an-article in the St 
Valentine’s Day Independent. In 
this I am reported as saying, 
“the sort of people who join 


NEATEREATER 
helps people 
with tremor to 
feed themselves 
independently. 
It makes meal 
times more 
convenient and 
less degrading 
for the user and 
any helper. 


| «IN eaterEater by Liberator’’ 


NEATEREATER is not a 
powered machine... 


NEATEREATER is... 
...@ Self-levelling spoon 


...the user controls the spoon and a 
damping device on the arm filters out any 


jerky movements, enabling the spoon to be 


moved smoothly from plate to mouth. 


For more details about NeaTerEATER or other 
Liberator products and services call direct 


attached to an arm that 
smooths out any sudden 
movements. This is 
mounted on its own base, 
which clamps to a table. 


The NeaterEater's plate can 


on Freephone 0800 622457 


LIBERATOR 


————————— 


FIRST IN SERVICE 


_ Please send more information to... 


% NAME 


O 


Whitegates, Swinstead, Lincolnshire NG33 4PA. 
Telephone: 047684 391 Fax: 047684 357 


be rotated, yet is securely 
located on the baseboard. 
The whole unit is made 
from easily cleanable, 
corrosion resistant 
materials. Low weight, 
toughness and reliability 
are key features. 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


the Sara Eden Introduction 
Agency are “not a load of one- 
armed inadequates, they are 
people like you and me.” 

I would like to point out 
that this was not a direct quote 
from myself and I feel very 
annoyed to think that people 
might have been offended or 
upset to read this. 

I firmly believe introduction 
agencies work extremely well 
for all types of people from all 
walks of life. Should anyone be 
interested in receiving a list of 
members of the Association of 
British Introduction Agencies 


_ (ABIA), please write to the 


ABIA, 25 Abingdon Road, 
London WH6 6AH. 
Karen Mooney 

Sara Eden Introductions 
Windsor, Berkshire 


Priceless ads 

As a non-disabled freelance 
photojournalist, it still annoys 
me that in the advertisements 
for aids for disabled people 
hardly any advertisers put a 
price on their products. 

I am fully aware that it is 
almost impossible to keep any 
prices stable, but a simple date 
line with the price would be a 
useful clue. 

Could it be that 
manufacturers want the names 
and addresses of those 
interested so as to bombard 
them with future offers? 

Or are they frightened that 
their competitors, seeing their 
prices, might undercut them? 
If this is the case, and they 
require disabled people on 
limited incomes (in most cases) 
to write for information, they 
should follow some of the 
other advertisers in DN and 
offer a freepost address. 

HA Goodall 
Basildon, Essex 


Be Free 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 


aE 


THE MANGAR BOOSTER 


(the only PORTABLE COMPACT multi-purpose lifter) 


For further details CONTACT: Pm: 
angar aids Itd. 


Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Fax: 0544 260287 


Lttkangar : Designs for maximum personal independence! 


Reversible wheelchair? 
During a recent stay in 
hospital I had to be moved 
around in a wheelchair. This 


experience has prompted me to 


write to you. 
Every wheelchair I have 
seen faces forwards. Yes, I 


know that the occupant can see 


where they are going, but is 
that everything? You can be 
very isolated sitting there alone 
with the world rushing 
towards you. 

Also, when two or more 
people are in charge of a chair, 
they talk merrily between 
themselves, very often not 
even hearing their passenger as 
they try to join in. 

I have a friend who has very 
unsuccessful shopping trips. 
Her husband is slightly deaf 
and, being behind her, doesn’t 
hear when she reads out her 
list. If only she could face him 
at times like these it would 
save a lot of frustration. 

Perhaps one day it will be 
possible to have wheelchairs 
with moveable handles, so they 
can face either way. It would 
be interesting to know if 
anyone else shares my feelings. 
Mary Slemp 
Bare, Morecambe 


Railcard discount 

I have a 23-year-old physically 
disabled son who travels four 
days a week on British Rail. 

I have read numerous letters 
in your Comment column 
regarding British Rail’s 
proposed erosion of the 50 per 
cent discount allowed on 
disabled railcard users’ fares. 

Michael Farr (DN, June) 


says this will merely be putting 


disabled people in line with 
other railcard users. This is 
true. Senior citizens suffered 
the same imposition from 


as Air 


Sales Dept. 


January this year. Although 
there was a three-week offer of 
half price fares, the overall 
effect is only a third off on all 
journeys. 

Readers should write 
personally to their MPs asking 
why the Government has seen 
fit to impose a political 
decision on British Rail that 
will not allow sufficient 
funding to assist the most 
vulnerable users in our society. 

Most senior citizens and 
disabled people are 
unemployed or living on low 
incomes. Only pressure applied 
by the public through their 
constituency MPs will possibly 
reverse this grossly unfair 
imposition. 

R J Crawte 
Milford, Surrey 


Two-tier system? 

A two-tier system does exist 
(DN, May). If you have 
money, life is much easier. 

I have been disabled for 
years. I am not able to use 
public transport and a taxi is 
too expensive. If I want even a 
weekend away I need to pay 
for someone to come with me. 

Mr and Mrs Cleavely got 
off light with £6 a week for ' 
home helps. A few months ago 
I fell and had my right arm in 
plaster. The home help cost 
me £10.40 each week. 

Because my writing is 
affected, I thought I would get 
a second-hand typewriter, but 
they were all too expensive. 

S Mark 
Peterborough 


SIC 
(nen ote Gee he ae 
Cool it, Phil 
Comedian Phil Cool has a late- 
night slot on Saturdays in 
which he makes the most of 
his talent for pulling funny 
faces. But on 22 August he 
went too far for one DN 
reader. Taking off the 
Elephant Man, he was seen in 
bed with a pretty girl. “Oh, be 
an animal to me”, she said. 

The Elephant Man may be 
dead, but lots of other people 
with facial disfigurement are 
still around. Remember the 
new organisation New Faces 
on Telethon? 

You can straighten your 
face, Mr Cool, when the 
cameras stop rolling. But 
others face the laughs every 
day. 

London Weekend 
Television’s Marcus Plantin 
has apologised and Central 
Television has been informed. 


Framed in the headlights 
Zimmer walking frames, the 
sturdy support of many an 
elderly person, are now 
helping regulars at the Red 
Lion in Liskeard, Cornwall, to 
make it home after a night out. 
They have been fitted with 
bells and reflectors by landlord 
Chris Warden. “Be sloshed, be 
safe, be seen. That’s my 
motto”, he said. 


7 ALL YOU HAVE TO 
DO IS CHOOSE 
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WHICH MODEL — 


So you’ve decided on a Vauxhall. 
Perhaps it’s the Nova, or you need a little 
more room and Astra fits the bill. Maybe 
the stylish Cavalier or Carlton is the one 
you fancy. 

Whatever your choice you can be 
confident that our Vauxhall Motability 
dealers will guide you smoothly through 
the formalities and get you on the road 
as quickly as possible. The whole point 
of Motability is to make people with 
disabilities more mobile, so you don’t 
have to be a driver to benefit. It can be 
parents, husband or wife, relations or 
even friends behind the wheel. 

At Vauxhall our commitment to 
Motability has never been greater. It’s a 
commitment we actively support by 
sponsoring fund raising events, attending 
road shows and exhibitions and 
organising open days and seminars. We 
work closely with the major adaptation 
and conversion companies and provide 
long term demonstrator cars to aid 
assessment of people with disabilities. 

There are three different finance 
plans to suit your own particular 
preferences, the most popular of which is 
the Motability Contract Hire Plan. 


MOTABILITY CONTRACT 
HIRE PLAN 


You simply exchange three years’ 


" the rest. 


one of a selected number of new Vauxhall 
cars. Depending on the model there could 
be nothing more to pay. AA membership 
with Relay, Relay Plus and Home Start, 
together with all maintenance and service 
costs — and even insurance — are all 
included. The only bills you have to pay 
will be for fuel and oil. 


MOTABILITY HIRE 


PURCHASE PLANS 
If you prefer the idea of buying rather 


than leasing, we can also offer high 
preferential discounts on new cars under 
this scheme . 

And if one of our Network Q quality- 
checked used cars catches your eye the 
Motability Hire Purchase Plan for used 
cars could be the answer to your motor- 
ing needs. 

That’s great — but what if your 
Allowance or Supplement is being paid 


Pras a een a ae a ne OE eS BE CS Te eee 4 
Please send me more information about Vauxhall Motability Schemes (Please tick box) 
! Nova [_| ASTRA [_ | CAVALIER [_ | CARLTON [_| ! 
| I would like my nearest Vauxhall Motability dealer to contact me. [| pnio/o2 | 
| Name 
| Address 
! ! 
! Postcod 
bun |r VAUXHALL | 
L Telephone Motability | 


for less than a three-year period or you 
don’t wish to use it to finance the other 
plans? Well, at Vauxhall we’ve thought 
of that too. 


VAUXHALL MOBILITY PLAN 

The Vauxhall Mobility Plan gives the 
same preferential discounts as those 
offered through Motability Hire 
Purchase for either outright purchase 
using your Own money or on terms 
arranged by Vauxhall Finance. 

When you talk to a Vauxhall 
Motability dealer you can be confident 
that you are in the hands of a specialist. 

Ring the Vauxhall Motability Hotline 
on 0582 861888 for any information 
you may need or for the name of your 
local Vauxhall Motability dealer. 
Alternatively, fill in the coupon below. If 
you wish, your local dealer will be happy 
to call you. 


Mobility Allowance or Supplement for Please return the completed coupon to: Vauxhall Motability FREEPOST LOL 2149 Dunstable Beds LU6 3YY. 
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PATRICK BAGLEE 


Living in one of the strongest 
economies in Europe, does 
disabled Fraulein Schmidt in 
Germany stand a better chance 
of getting a job than Ms Smith 
in Great Britain? 

Both Britain and Germany 
use quota schemes to get 
registered disabled people into 
work. But while Britain has let 
the system fall into disuse, the 
Germans have tried to keep 
their’s watertight. 

In Britain, three per cent of 
the workforce in a business 
employing 20 or more people 
must be registered disabled. If 
employers who do not meet the 
quota want to employ a non- 
disabled person, they must get 
a permit from the Government. 
These are generally held to be 
as easy to come by as the 
common cold. 

Germany’s Severely Disabled 
Persons Act sets a quota of six 
per cent for employers with 16 
or more staff. To be classed as 
severely disabled your “degree 
of disability” must be over 50 
per cent (in medical terms). 

Employers have to pay 
DM200 (£70) every month for 
every place not filled. The 
money goes to support other 
schemes to get disabled people 
into work. 

In Britain, only 1.4 per cent 
of the workforce is registered 
disabled. In Germany, five per 
cent is. 

But this is not the whole 
story. Patrick Daunt’s book, 
Meeting Disability: A European 
Response, discloses that only 21 


Head count 


| The Association of Disabled : 
| sionals, one of the largest disa 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


ish OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


EE ON ee 
Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON 
NOTTINGHAM NG9 41BR No stamp required. 

Tel: (0602) 255488. 
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4 How Germans get jobs 


If you’ve been round the job-hunting trail once too often, you might have wondered if any other 
country has a better way of getting disabled people into work. Alison Rowat looks at Germany 


per cent of German employers 
have met the quota, while 39 
per cent partially fulfill it and 
30 per cent employ no disabled 
people at all. Only 23 per cent 
of British employers meet their 
three per cent quota. 

Renate Krause, from 
Euerbach, is disabled and 
works as a clerk in a county 
court. Her employers haven’t 
fulfilled their quota, and she 
believes they are not alone: 
“Many firms prefer to pay the 
fine rather than employ 
disabled people.” 


Rights not charity 
There is more to the German’s 
Severely Disabled Person’s Act 
than the quota, though. If 
employers want to dismiss a 
registered disabled person they 
have to get permission from 
the Government (Britain has 
similar penalties for dismissal 
which are neglected). 

Severely disabled employees 
also get an extra week’s paid 
holiday. And employers with 
more than five registered 
disabled workers must arrange 
for the election of a “disabled 
persons’ representative”. The 
representative must be 
consulted if someone is 
threatened with the sack, as 
well as monitoring how well 
the regulations relating to 
disabled people are met. 

Fortunately for disabled 
Germans, their Government 
does not rely solely on the 
quota system to get them into 
work. The country’s training 
and re-training system for 
disabled people is one of the 
best in Europe. 

Unlike British citizens, a 


sability groups i in Gomany, 
estimates there are ten million disabled people there. _ 
Britain has: an estimated : SIX | 


Walkaboute 


by Metco 
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Extra mobility for 
around £100! 


disabled German has a “social 
right” to assistance which will 
help him “secure a place in 
society, especially in working 
life, in accordance with his 
inclinations and abilities.” 

After leaving school, Renate 
Krause wanted to do clerical 
work. She was steered on to a 
recognised training course with 
non-disabled people, studied 
for three years, and found a job 
straight away. 

Young disabled Germans 


1991/92, 1,122 people with 


disabilities started training 
courses at the colleges. 


Britain and Germany differ 


widely when it comes to 


getting disabled people back to 


work if they cannot return to 
their old job or take up the 


same training courses as 


everyone else. 


In the main, Britain’s 


rehabilitation network 
comprises 23 Employment 
Rehabilitation Centres (which 


Kurt Cize: able to return to work after four years. 


who are are not able to do one 
of the 430 mainstream 
vocational training courses, can 
take up one of the 11,800 
places in special training 
centres instead. The live-in 
centres also house doctors, 
psychologists and sundry other 
professionals. 

In Britain, vocational 
training and employment 
rehabilitation are done on a less 
ambitious scale. 

As well as Youth and 
Employment Training, the 
Government funds residential 
training at 14 colleges. In 


prepare and assess people for 
work), eight ASSET 
(Assistance Towards 
Employment) Centres (which 
use local employers to do 
assessment and rehabilitation), 
and three mobile Assessment 
and Counselling Teams. 

Assessment is done over two 
days, while employment 
rehabilitation courses can last 
from six weeks to 26. Over 
12,000 people went to the 
centres last year. 


More chances 

The German system is a much 
more thorough affair. A wider 
variety of organisations, such as 
the Red Cross and churches, 
run centres so there are more 
places - 14,500 in total. The 
courses are also much longer - 
between six and 18 months. 
More importantly, they are 
geared towards training people 
for a specific job from the 
outset. 

The acid test of any 
vocational rehabilitation course 
is how many people get jobs 
from them. 

At a 1990 conference 
organised by the Anglo- 
German Foundation, Dr 
Manfred Rindt of the German 
ministry of labour, estimated 
that 81 per cent of people who 
had done re-training in the 
centres had found work one 
year later (1989 figures). 

Latest figures from our own 
Department of Employment 


estimate that only 15 per cent 
of people who complete 
employment rehabilitation 
courses have found jobs three 
months later. 

The message is clear 
whether you live in Derby or 
Dresden: people with a solid 
training behind them will 


always stand a better chance of - 


finding and keeping a job. 
Kurt Cize, for example, 
trained as an engineer. Mr 
Cize, from Schweinfurt, 
became disabled 15 years later 
and couldn’t work for four 
years. Because he had a 
professional qualification he 
went right back to his old job. 
He says: “The rehabilitation 
facilities are really very good 
here in Germany. The hardest 
thing though is to find a job - 
you have to do that on your 


Doubts linger 

Despite such commendations, 
doubts linger about the 
German system. 

Dr Michael Floyd, director 
of City University’s 
rehabilitation resource centre, 
believes: “Priority in Germany 
seems to be given to 
rehabilitating those who 
become disabled while in 
employment. Those disabled 
by a congenital disability, or 
while still at school, may be 
more likely to be employed in 
sheltered workshops and less 
likely to find their way into 
open employment than in 
Britain.” Britain had around 
20,000 people in sheltered 
employment in 1989. Germany 
has 137,000 places. 

Renate Krause has 
reservations about rehabilitation 
too. “Many disabled people 
find themselves unemployed 
after the programmes, and 
those who do get jobs probably 
could have done so anyway 
without them.” 

Just as in Britain, figures do 
not reveal how many disabled 
Germans are unemployed in 
the new, unified Germany. 
What is certain is that 
Germany is starting to face 
economic troubles of its own. 
Unemployment is rising, and 
that is bad news for disabled 
people wherever they live. 


German translation by Tracy 
Scollin. People with Disabilities: 
Improving Civil Service 
Employment Opportunities in 
Britain and Germany, edited by 
Michael Floyd and Klaus North, 
£15, Anglo-German Foundation 
Book Sales, BEBC, 9 Albion 
Close, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset 
BH12 3LL. 

Meeting Disability: A European 
Response, Patrick Daunt, £35 
hb, £15.95 pb, Cassell 
Educational Ltd, 41/47 Strand, 
London WC2N STE. 
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PATRICK BAGLEE 


Dear Friends, 

As the various provisions of 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) are implemented, 
I’m feeling a growing sense of 
power in the disability rights 
movement. 

Perhaps nowhere is this 
empowerment more evident 
than in US presidential 
campaign politics. More than 
ever before, the candidates are 
including people with 
disabilities in their speeches 
and written platform 
statements. In previous 
campaigns, they rarely 
bothered to mention us or our 
issues. 

President Bush has made a 
point of reminding us that the 
ADA law was passed during 
his administration and, 
allegedly, with his full support. 

That’s true, up to a point. 
However, he fails to mention 
some little contradictions. For 
example, the administration’s 
efforts to ensure that the legal 
remedies under the ADA did 
not clearly correspond to the 
remedies under the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. Bush knew 
that those remedies were soon 
to be expanded and didn’t 
want our rights to follow the 
same track. 

Fortunately, between 
ADAPT (Americans for 
Attendant Programmes Today) 
sit-ins in key congressional 
offices and traditional-style 
lobbying by disability 
advocates, we obtained explicit 
legal parity with women and 
people of colour. But no 
thanks to the Bush 
administration. 

As for Bill Clinton and his 
vice-presidential running mate 
Al Gore, I will be looking for 
“proof in the pudding”, but I 
can’t help feeling optimistic. 

At the end of August, 
Clinton and Gore held a 
campaign rally in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

The Memphis ADAPT 
group attended, knowing that 
people with disabilities need to 
be visible if we’re to be seen, 
need to be vocal if we’re to be 
heard. They got front row 
seats and that put them in line 
for handshakes when Clinton 
arrived. 

Our Memphis organiser, 
Deborah Cunningham, uses a 
wheelchair, as well as a 
ventilator on a part-time basis. 

When Clinton shook her 
hand, she held on, so that he 
leaned down to listen to her 
speak. She said, “If you get to 
the White House, you won’t 
forget what we want, will 
you?” 

“What’s that?” he asked, 
and Deborah responded, “We 
want a national attendant 
services (carer) policy so that 
we don’t have to go to nursing 
homes.” (This is a national 


Bush and Clinton vie for our votes 


The disability rights movement is feeling its power at last, says Diane Coleman 


priority among disability 
groups in the US.) 

As some of you may know, 
all candidates here seem to be 
striving to be identified with 
“family values” - policies that 
are generally perceived as 
supportive toward families. 

When Clinton addressed the 
crowd a few minutes after 
speaking with Deborah, he 
said, “People with disabilities 
need support services at home 
so that they don’t have to go 
to nursing homes - and that’s 
a family value!” 

And that’s disability power. 
Nevertheless, candidates’ 
actions do not always live up 

to their words. 

In the state of Arkansas, 
where Clinton is governor, in- 
home support programmes 
under Medicaid have been 
targeted for cuts. Yes, the 
federal government has 
reduced its share of financial 
support for health care and 
states are facing budget 
crunches as a result. 

But why are disability 
support programmes so often 
first on the chopping block at 
such times? Will Clinton 
remember his promises to us if 
he arrives at the White House? 

I have just obtained a copy 
of the Clinton-Gore platform 
statement on Americans with 
Disabilities to share with you. 

“Bill Clinton and Al Gore 
have long recognised that 
people with disabilities are 


“More than ever 
before, the candidates 
are including people 
with disabilities in their 
speeches and written 
platform statements.” 


among the nation’s greatest 
untapped resources. 

“They believe that all 
persons with disabilities must 
be fully integrated into 
mainstream American society, 
so they can live fulfilling and 
rewarding lives. 

“During their years in 
public office, they have 
compiled strong records of 
supporting public and private 
initiatives to enhance the 
independence and productivity 
of persons with disabilities. 

“As president and vice- 
president, they will continue 
their efforts. A Clinton/Gore 
administration will actively 
involve people with disabilities 
in developing a national policy 
that promotes equality, 
opportunity and community 
for all Americans. 

“Bill Clinton and Al Gore 
will ensure that children with 
disabilities receive a first-rate 
education that suits their 
needs. People with disabilities 
will be able to live in their 
own homes, in their own 


communities. Adults with 
disabilities will work alongside 
their peers without disabilities. 
And people with disabilities 
will have access to 
comprehensive health care and 
consumer-driven personal 
assistance services. 

“We must not rest until 
America has a national 
disability policy based on three 
simple creeds: inclusion, not 
exclusion; independence, not 
dependence; and 
empowerment, not 
paternalism.” 

This political statement 
shows that we have come a 
long way. The customary pity 
language is finally eliminated. 
And the campaign writers 
obviously checked with the 
disability community to find 
out what to say! 

But talk is cheap. Real 
services require a real 
commitment, both spiritual 
and financial. Time will tell if 
change is on the way. 

In addition to politics, now 
is the time of year when 
people with disabilities and our 
non-disabled supporters are 
directing our attention towards 
reforming a national tradition - 
the Jerry Lewis Labor Day 
Telethon. 

Many of us are sick and 
tired of being patronised and 
insulted by the pitiful 
Telethon portrayals of disabled 
people. We adults are 
especially sick and tired of 
being referred to as “Jerry’s 
Kids”. In fact, the lead 
organisation in the fight for 
reform is called “Jerry’s 
Orphans”. 

This past June, Jerry’s 
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Democratic candidate Bill Clinton in South Carolina. PA 


Orphans, based in Chicago, 
asked ADAPT chapters in 
several US cities to visit the 
national headquarters of 
corporations that make large 
financial donations to the 
Muscular Dystrophy 
Association in return for air 
time (advertising) on the 
Telethon. We told executives 
of 7-Eleven and Service 


Merchandise, among others, 
that the corporations were 
strengthening their public 
relations at the expense of our 
pride and dignity. We invited 
them to prove that they really 
care about disabled people by 
giving their money but 
foregoing the air time. None of 
the corporations agreed. 

As I write this, the Telethon 
is a week away. Throughout 
the US events are planned to 
counter Jerry’s Labour Day 
Pity Party. 

Tennessee ADAPT was 
contacted by Jerry’s Task 
Force on Public Relations, 
many themselves disabled. 
Task Force members were 
apparently hand-picked - the 
kind of disabled people who 
would say things like, “The 
Telethon is one of the greatest 
educational programmes about 
disabled people ever known”. 

Our thanks to your UK 
Campaign to Stop Patronage 
for some excellent written 
analysis of the problem of 
charity. We took copies to the 
local Task Force and may have 
started to change some minds 
and hearts among our own 
oppressed brothers and sisters. 

I personally take great heart 
in our struggle here to read 
the Campaign’s words. They 
prove to me that there is a 
growing world disability 
movement. 

Yours for a more just 
society, 


Cine (Como 


‘People carriers of the future’ 


Contact sales on 0392 211611 
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14 MOTORING 


Boats, phones and cruisin’ USA 


DN motoring correspondent David Griffiths takes a quick trip round the latest offers 


Driving alone? 

Then you need a phone. A 
single £300 payment secures 
your own hands-free Vodafone 
under the new Racal Voda 
Disabled Driver Scheme. 
There are no additional costs 
to bear, the one-off payment 
includes fitting in your car at 
home, and there is no ongoing 
rental to pay either. 

When you need help on the 
road you simply call the Voda 
Social Awareness Help Desk 
on 132, or in a real emergency 
999 for the police. Help Desk 
will relay a message to a 
breakdown service, your 
regular garage or your home. 
Calls to Help Desk and 999 
are free. Anyone can call you, 
but incoming calls will be 
charged at standard BT 
cellular network rates. 

The new scheme is for 


disabled drivers only and 
applicants require a 
recommendation from an 
authenticated disabled drivers 
organisation - such as the 
Disabled Drivers’ Association 
(DDA) or the Disabled 


Drivers’ Motor Club (DDMC). 


With today’s traffic 
situations and the dangers 
facing those stranded alone in 
their vehicles, the new scheme 
should be a must for those 
with severe mobility problems. 

The Disabled Motorists 
Federation (DMF) has been 
involved in testing the new 
system, which offers huge 
long-term savings over rival 
schemes. 


Vodac Limited, Vodac House, 
Kings Road West, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 SBY. 

For a copy of the DMF report, 


THE DISABLED DRIVERS ASSOCIATION’s purpose is to promote the 
welfare of disabled people and to assist and encourage them to 
achieve greater mobility whether they are drivers or passengers 
using cars, wheelchairs, public transport or simply walking. 


Mobility touches many aspects of disabled people’s lives i.e. the 


right wheelchair or walking aid; parking concessions; access to 
towns, buildings and recreational areas; usable public transport 


where needed. 


The DDA was formed in 1948 and since that time has strived for 
improvements in all these areas and is the leading group in all 


aspects of mobility for the disabled. 


If you are interested in receiving more information or would like to 
join (current subscription £8.00 per annum) please write to The 
Disabled Drivers Association, Ashwellthorpe, Norwich, NR16 1EX or 
ring 050 841 449 (24 Hours) quoting DN10 or fax 050 841 8173. 


‘Keep Mobile’ 


Car Insurance for 


People with Disabilities 


Guaranteed 
to save you 
money 


Provides the 
widest cover 
available 
in the UK 


available from 
M.J. Fish & Co. 
FREEPOST 
PRESTON 
PR2 2BR 
Tel. (0772) 724442 


send a large SAE with 18 pence 
in stamps to R. K. Salt 
MBIAT, Honorary Secretary, 
DMF Dept V., National 
Mobility Centre, Unit 2a Atcham 
Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG. 


Ex-lease cars for sale 
Marshall Leasing is one of the 
main recipients of ex-lease 
(contract hire) Motability 


_ vehicles, recycling around 


2,000 cars a year. 

Many of them are manual 
gearbox vehicles and therefore 
of no special interest to 
disabled drivers. But some 
have automatic transmissions, 
and a good proportion of these 
have hand controls, power- 
assisted steering and other 
driver-friendly hardware. 

Marshall Leasing would be 


happy to hear from anyone 


looking for a particular model 
from the Rover stable and can 
assist with organising hire 
purchase, AA inspections, etc, 
where necessary. 


Contact Chris Lavender, 
Customer Services Manager, 
Marshall Leasing, Mercury 
House, 141 High Street, 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire 
PEI8 6TS. 


Making a comeback 
The name Feeney and Johnson 
has been synonymous with 
sophisticated disabled driver 
adaptations for decades. The 
firm often provided the only 
practical solution for those 
with more severe disabilities in 
the early days when automatic 


transmissions were rare or 
even non-existent. 

Following the purchase of 
the company by Steering 
Developments Ltd and the 
subsequent closure of their 
Wembley premises, concern 
was expressed in many 
quarters. 


sitting in a conventional power 
chair. 


Zenith power chairs start at 
£8,600. Feeney & Johnson, 
Steering Developments Ltd, Unit 
3 Eastman Way, Hemel 
Hempstead, Hertfordshire HP2 
7HF. Tel: (0442) 212918/ 9. 
Fax: (0442) 240254. 


Cruisin’ USA 

Wheelchair Getaways Inc is a 
new company founded by 
Andrew Goodyear, a high level 
tetraplegic who realised how 


Vodafone: a good idea for the 90s motorist 


Now Feeney and Johnson 
have emerged as importers of 
the Zenith power chair from 
Norway . Zenith chairs have a 
“rise and fall” facility, making 
them useful in drive-from- 
wheelchair van conversions if 
your eyeline is usually above 
the top of the screen when 


INDEPENDENCE 


at the touch of a button 
with the THER APOSTURE N= 


Fully Automatic 
Adjustable 


Free Hom 
Demonstrat 


HEIGHT (Hi/Lo) 


& UNDER BED CLEARANCE 


SELECT COMFORT FROM A 


THOUSAND POSITIONS 
HEAD-UP- 


READ-TV 7 FEET-UP 


GET IN AND 
OUT EASILY 


AUTOMATIC 
SEAT LIFT 


iz INSURANCE 
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3 


with disabilities 


Name 


Please send more information on “Keep Mobile” Car Insurance 
Please send me your leaflet explaining about insurance for people 
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SUPPLIERS TO DSS 
& HEALTH AUTHORITIES 
Telephone: (0985) 213440 
Send for a FREE BROCHURE 


THERAPOSTURE LIMITED 
FREEPOST, (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
WARMINSTER, WILTS. BA12 9YT 


ALSO THE z LSS 
AUTOMATIC SEAT LIFT 
SLUMBER RECLINER 
FOR COMPLETE REST 

OR PEACEFUL SLEEP. 


difficult travel can be without 
transportation of your own. 

Hard work and dedication 
have allowed Andrew to build 
up a fleet of specially adapted 
drop-floor vans with lifts and 
wheelchair restraints covering 
many of the more popular 
tourist areas of America. 

The vans cost around $75 a 
day to hire. 


Contact Andrew Goodyear, 
Wheelchair Getaways Inc, PO 
Box 20126 West Palm Beach, 
Florida FL 33416, USA. Tel: 
0101 (800) 637 7577. 


Don’t miss the boat 
Don’t Miss the Boat is the 
DMF’s latest publication. 
Neatly set out in table form, 
the booklet gives the main 
crossing routes and the 
discounts available to disabled 
drivers and their vehicles. For 
the first time, vehicles carrying 
a disabled passenger get free 
carriage, provided the vehicle 
bears an orange parking badge. 
Unlike the DDA and the 
DDMC, the DMF makes no 
administration charge for 
processing applications. And, 
as the Federation points out, 
in many cases you don’t even 
have to belong to any motoring 
organisation to get the 
concessionary fares. 


Send cheque/ postal order for 50 
pence and a large, SAE to The 
Disabled Motorists Federation, 
National Mobility Centre 
address above.. There is no 
charge if you are a member of a 
club within the Federation. 
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Paralympics ’92 


Alix Ramsay reports 


The Paralympic Games finally 
came of age in Barcelona last 
month. But, like all growing 
up processes, it was at times a 
painful experience. 

The athletes, 3,100 of them 
from 82 countries, were 
determined to prove they took 
their sport as seriously as their 
able-bodied counterparts and, 
with world records being 
broken time and again, they 
showed the packed crowds 
they were a force to be 
reckoned with. 

The organisers set out to 
treat the Games as an exact 


of ~ 4 


Stunni 
burning in the evening sky above the crowds. 


Hee MP SS, jog MeN 


ng site in Barcelona: the Olympic stadium filled to capacity, with the Olympic torch 


wy | British athletes do us proud 


to punish the blatant 
incompetence of the South 
African Federation by 
punishing the innocent 
athlete”. 

But the ICC fudged the 
issue. They agreed to impose 
sanctions on the South African 
Federation and told 
Labuschagne he was not 
allowed to compete further in 
Barcelona. But, by letting him 
keep his medal, they left it 
unclear what they think about 
the problem of drugs and 
medication. 

Things did not improve 
when David Plowright, from 
Great Britain, was also allowed 
to keep his bronze medal in 
the javelin despite having his 
classification withdrawn. 

His initial application to 
compete in the THW7 class - 
the category for wheelchair 
athletes with the least disability 
- was rejected but, after a 
formal protest, was accepted. 

It was only when the 
functional classifiers saw him 
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copy of the Olympics. The 
events were staged in the same 
places and marked by 
professional judges. 

By giving the public free 


only managed to hold on to his 
medal for 48 hours after traces 
of an anabolic steroid were 
found in his urine sample. 

It was the first time a full 


claimed they were for 
medicinal purposes only. 

He had been dope-tested in 
South Africa before the Games 
at the Orange Free State 


compete that they registered 
another protest and his 
classification was overturned. 
Again, the ICC refused to 
come to any definite decision 


admission to each arena, the 
Spanish ensured massive 
crowds. As the Paralympics 
got into its stride, there were 
daily lock-outs at the football, 
swimming and athletics. 
Barcelona took the Games to 
its heart and the Paralympics 
had arrived. 


Drugs scandal 

But when you play with big 
boys you have to learn to take 
the knocks. 

Within three days, the 
Games had its first drugs 
scandal. Denes Nagy had the 
dubious honour of being the 
first Paralympian to be 
stripped of his medal for 
steroid abuse. 


and comprehensive drugs 
testing programme had been 
used at a Paralympic Games 
and, for many, it showed that 
the Paralympic movement was 
finally playing by professional 
rules. 

But, unfortunately, it was 
the only cut and dried case to 
emerge in Barcelona. 

Just a couple of days later, 
another athlete was found to 
have tested positive. 

This time the International 
Co-ordinating Committee 
(ICC) shot itself publicly in 
the foot by allowing Leon 
Labuschagne to keep his gold 
medal, from the discus event, 
despite testing positive for 


Bet Socal Bailey o three banned substances. 


A shot putter from 
Budapest, he had taken the 
silver in the B3 category but 


2 golds, 100m _ backstroke 
and 200m medley, 3 silvers 
and a bronze (S10). 


Labuschagne, from South 
Africa, admitted taking beta 
blockers and a diuretic, but 


University laboratory, but had 
been declared clear of 
stimulants and steroids. 

What the South African 
Federation omitted to tell 
Labuschagne was that his 
medications were also on the 
ICC proscribed list. 

Michael Riding, head of 
doping control in Barcelona, 
admitted to having sleepless 
nights over the case before 
concluding that it was “unfair 


about Plowright’s level of 
disability. Insisting he 
withdraw from further 
competition, and stating that 
he would not be allowed to 
compete in future international 
events in the THW7 class, the 
ICC allowed his bronze medal 
in the javelin to stand. 

All of which left open the 
question whether Plowright 
was disabled or not. 

Continued on page 16 


“| with the new 
Portland 
electronically 
controlled motor 
driven leg 


exerciser. 


From a gentle 
stroll to a brisk 
walk from the 
comfort of your 
wheelchair or 
armchair!! 


: Br ALL THE SUPERB FEATURES OF THE ORIGINAL JAN: 
> * Adjustable seat dimensions ensuring comfort, support and the ability to ‘GROW’ 
with your child. 


© Wide range of tilt options - complete seat, backrest and footrest angles 
individually adjustable. 


© Attractive appearance and wide range of accessories. 
© Easily reversed seat - faces backwards or forwards. 
© Folds compactly for storage and transport. 


AND NOW: 
© Better options for hip/trunk and thoracic support. 
© Lighter aluminium version available. 


© More automatic locking features - 
for ease of use and Safety. 


For more information about the Horacek Range, contact 


Booster using the coupon below (postage is free) or call 


us on the following number: Tt 0 4 8 4 : 6 4 3 4 4 4 


Please send me full details of the Horacek buggy, plus the name of my local dealer. 
ORGANISATION 


Ideal for anybody with a mobility problem 
Immediately improves circulation 

Helps stop muscle waste and improve muscle tone 
Helps to keep hips, knees and ankle joints supple 
Will provide valuable leg exercise 


Don’t stagnate. Exercise and feel the difference. 


Please write or phone for a free brochure to: 
Portland Industries 
Freepost 
West Wickham, Kent. BR4 OBR 


O81 - 777 2914 


NAME iw. MRS MISS) 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE TEL 
FREEPOST this coupon to: Booster, FREEPOST HF 2238, Huddersfield HD3 3LE. 


NAIDEX 
STAND. 
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Continued from page 15 


But away from administrative 
and political foul-ups, the 
thing that will stick in 
everyone’s memory is the 
quality of the sport and the 
size of the crowds that came 
to see it. 

In the four years since 
Seoul the technology, the 
training and the level of 
competition have improved 
dramatically in every sport and 
by the time the first 100 world 
records had been broken such 
achievements became passe and 
it was only the medals that 
counted. 


Swimming sensations 
Britain’s domination in the 
swimming pool was headed by 
Chris Holmes, Britain’s most 
successful Paralympic athlete, 
who won six gold medals in 
the B2 category. 

Holmes is a first-year 


nt 


Pride of the British: the team parades at the opening of the Games. 


politics student at King’s 
College, Cambridge, and took 
the summer off from his 
studies to train with Nick 
Gillingham and Barry Prime at 
the City of Birmingham Club. 
One of his aims is to reduce 
the gap between able-bodied 
and disabled times in the pool. 

“People like Nick are still 
streets ahead of me, but it’s 
cutting down all the time,” he 
said. 

“If you are blind or partially 
sighted you have to spend 
more time learning how to 
swim straight and learning 
each stroke. Because you can’t 
see what you are doing it takes 
longer to perfect each stroke, 
but once that is done there is 
no reason why the Olympic 
and Paralympic athletes 
shouldn’t achieve the same.” 

Holmes set three new world 
records in the 100m and 200m 
backstroke and the 50m 
freestyle on his way to the he 


HELP WITH DAILY LIVING 


FROM 


Chester-care 


[ For your free Chester-care catalogue, simply fill 
| out the coupon and send to the address below. 


| NAME 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


Chester care Low Moor Estate, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts. NG17 7JZ 
Tel: (0623) 757955 Fax: (0623) 755585 
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does not regard them as 
anything special. 

“T’m pleased when I win and 
get the record but it has to be 
seen in an overall context,” he 
said. “I see each new time as a 
personal best rather than a 
defininitive record. It is there 
to be beaten by anyone. When 
you consider that this is only 
the third major Paralympic 
Games, the rate of 
developoment is outstanding. 
The Olympics has been going 
since 1896, but we are catching 


»” 


up. 


Tanni breaks some too 
Tanni Grey, too, proved 
that records are there to be 
broken. She came to Barcelona 
as the fastest wheelchair 
sprinter in the TW3 class and 
then showed the fastest could 
go even faster, breaking her 
own 100m and 200m records. 
She took her fourth medal by 
the skin of her teeth, finishing 


Possum 
Control ~~ 


‘Tam able” 


INTERCOM 


COMMUNICATION 
AND COMPUTERS 


second in the 800m behind 
Ann Cody of the USA. But a 
judge’s protest showed Cody 
had broken lanes before the 
120m mark and the gold went 
to Britain. 

“T expected Ann to kick in 
the last 200m but when I went 
to go with her there was 
nothing left,” she said. 

Grey is nothing if not a 
competitor. Looking back at 
her achievements, the one that 
gives her the greatest pleasure 
is the 100m victory over 
Ingrid Lauridsen because “it 
was the closest.” 


A gold in six seconds 
Simon Jackson has a different 
approach. The easier the win, 
the better. He took just six 
seconds to finish off his final 
opponent in the judo. 
Competing in the up to 71kg 
category, he demolished all 
before him. 

Fighting the Spaniard, 
Mario Taluvera, he floored 
him with ouchi-gari for ippon 
(equivalent to a knock-out in 
boxing) and the gold medal 
was his. 

As he saluted the packed 
and partisan crowd, he drew 
nothing but boos and whistles, 
but with a touch of diplomacy 
a few politicians could do well 
to copy, he won them over 
during the medal ceremony. 
After polite applause greated 
his gold, Jackson turned to 
Talavera and lifted the 
Spanish fighter’s arm in 
victory as he took his silver. 
For the crowd Jackson was 
suddenly an honorary Catalan. 

For Jackson, who is 
studying to become a 
physiotherapist in Rochdale, 
the experience of Barcelona 
was far better than Seoul., “I 
was 16 in Korea. I was a boy 
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TELEVISION 


BED/CHAIR 


Home control - for your security and independence. Possum supply 
equipment that enables a disabled person, with any controlled movement, 
to access facilities within their home environment. This gives greater 
independence and an improved quality of life. 

Wholly owned by two Charities, Possum have been helping disabled 


people for over 30 years. 


PRS Se SVM BSS 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


Possum Controls Limited 


Please send further details of how Possum can improve the quality of life 
for myself/parent/child/friend. Possum Controls Ltd Middlegreen Road, 


2 Langley, Slough, SL3 6DF. Telephone: 0753 579234. Fax: 0753 512840 
keith 
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Michael Walker broke the worl 
in shot put (C3,4) with a throw o 


then and now I know what my body 
do,” he said. “The crowds here reall 
their judo. The atmosphere is electr: 
felt this was the best judo I’ve ever » 
my life. 

“The Catalans were booing and sl 
when you thumped a Spaniard, whi 


World record breaker John Neth 
1,500m race C7,8 in a time of 4:2 
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e 100m sprint (TW3) 


great. They’re treating it like 
sport and not like we are just 
disabled people. These are the 
best Games.” 

The medal was something 
of a group effort. Team 
Jackson saw their boy win 
gold, the team being his 
mother and father, Sandra and 
Peter Jackson, his fiancee, 
Hayley, and his 70-year-old 
grandmother, Violet, who had 
never been abroad before. 

His coach, Alan Jones, also 
made the trip to see the result 
of his instruction although, 
after the event, Jackson 
dedicated his victory closer to 
home. “I won it for my Dad,” 

he said. “I did it for him.” 


Laughs along the way 
Although the competition was 
deadly serious for much of the 
13 days, there were a few 
laughs along the way. 

Ajibola Adeoye from 
Nigeria soon established 
himself as the fastest one 
armed runner in the world 
(100m and 200m). 

Fast as he may be, late he 
most certainly is. He almost 
missed the 200m heats by 
arriving at the stadium 10 
minutes too late and then 
missed the long jump 
altogether by signing in five 
minutes after the deadline. 

With nothing left to do, he 
then took over as the Nigerian 
team driver, ferrying his team 
mates to the venues. History 
does not relate whether they 
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were ever seen again. 

Then there was the 
Egyptian goal-ball player who 
cut two holes in his visor so he 
could see the opposition, and 
then could not see how he was 
found out. 

For the most part the 
respect among the athletes for 
each others’ achievements was 
one of the features of the 
Games. 

But every now and again the 
determination to win went too 
far. 

The Danes were favourites 
to win the Boccia gold. Played 
on a league basis, the make or 
break game came down to 
Denmark against Korea. Korea 
won, only for the Danes to 
high-tail it to the officials and 
claim the Koreans had 
registered their team two 
minutes late on match day. 
The officials upheld the 
protest and Korea lost their 
gold before they had even 
received it. 


ALLSPORT/GRAY MORTIMORE 


The best of British 


Britain’s biggest medal winner, Christopher Holmes, triumphs again. 


a7 


Top of the world 


Atlanta here we come 
Now Atlanta looms large on 
the horizon. With the sport 
developing apace, all that has 
been achieved in Barcelona will 
be as nothing compared to 
what the athletes will be 
capable of in four years’ time. 
As for the organisers, the 
main hope is that, having gone 
through the rigours of 
adolescence to arrive at 
Barcelona, they will have 
matured into adulthood for 
Atlanta. As the athletes 
become ever more professional 
in their outlook to their sport, 
it is about time the 
administrators adopted an 
equally proessional approach. 


Holmes, Christopher 


Grey, Tanni 
USA 


GERMANY 
GB 
FRANCE 
SPAIN 


Burton, Janice 
Hull, Peter 
Bailey, Sarah 
Moreton, David 
Bishop, Clare 
Noble, Paul 


CANADA 
AUSTRALIA 
UNIFIED TEAM 
NETHERLANDS 
NORWAY 


Cruice, Esther 
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Flood, Tara 


Alix Ramsay is disability sports 
correspondent for The Times. 


Key: G gold, S silver, B bronze, T total 


-gquite simply the best 


The new 200 has everything that makes Alvema the very 
best in luxury pushchairs. 


A tough transporter that will allow you to go on long 
walks together providing good seating and comfort for 
your child and with a balance and control that makes 
walking a pleasure, not a chore. 

The Alvema 200 has a smart, stylish new livery, it’s 
lighter, easier to fold; has a foot-operated drum brake 
and new colour co-ordinated accessories. Should your 
child need a nap, the back has extra recline, and no 
matter if it’s sunny, raining or cold, there’s a choice of 
weather gear to keep your child protected. 

If you want that well-known Swedish combination 

of style and practicality it has to be Alvema 200 — 

4 sizes for infants to young teenagers. 


Alvema 200 — don’t settle for second best! % 


SS 
Unit 15, 7 Airfield Road, x 
Christchurch, o 
Dorset BH23 3TQ. Pos 
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Ginny Jenkins sizes 
up the new styles 


for people with 
special needs 


For the footwear trade, 
October spells the British Shoe 
Fair and all that is new in high 
street footwear. 

One group of manufacturers 
who won’t be there are those 
who make footwear prescribed 
by the NHS. Hardly 
surprising, since - as any 
wearer knows - there hasn’t 
been much new for years. 

But something is happening 
at last in this dreary area 
which should excite both 
adults and children. 

Camp, one of the country’s 
biggest suppliers, has produced 
a stunningly attractive new 
catalogue of made-to-measure 
styles. At last there will be a 
wide choice. So if you fancy 
your next pair of walking shoes 
to be two-tone dove grey and 
sage green desert boots, look 
no further. 

Camp has also redesigned its 
children’s ready-to-wear range 
with equal style and flair. 
Kickstart boots come in four 
colour combinations and three 
width fittings in sizes 22 to 42 
(infant to young adult). The 
stitched soles are strong and 
last longer. 

Amid the ready-made 
prescribed footwear that 
“Granny wouldn’t be seen 
dead in”, a new range from 
America, available through 
Langer, is refreshingly eye- 
catching. These shoes and 
boots are from America’s 
largest extra-depth, ready-to- 
wear company called PW 
Minor. Some of their best 
styles are now available to 


Kickstart boots sport mix ’n’ match colour combinations. 


NHS patients. Many of them 
are lighter and more flexible 

than anything produced over 
here. 

If this exciting trend in 
shoes and boots is to continue, 
it is up to consumers to make 
their preferences known and 
create a demand, just as we do 
for any other consumer 
product. So, when you are 
being assessed for an NHS 
prescription, do insist on what 
you want. 


UDO, es oe) as 


e’re sure you'll enjoy shopping from our Gift catalogue 


featuring a host of traditi 
You'll find a specially selected 


onal and novel gift ideas. 


range of cards, the latest designs in 


wraps, and something special for the family, friends and, of course, 
for you too. And, into the bargain, you will be helping us to continue 
our vital work for people with cerebral palsy. 


Just complete the coupon below and post it to the address shown at the 


bottom. 


WEI VSI IVE UEDA 


Please send me my free copy of your Gift catalogue. 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 
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POST TO: THE SPASTICS SOCIETY, 
P.O. BOX 66, BURTON-ON-TRENT, STAFFS. DEI4 3LQ. 
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These styles are also for 
sale. Camp’s Kickstart boots 
are £45.50 to £62, depending 
on size (plus the hospital fee 
for fitting). Their made-to- 
measure shoes are £180 to 
£300. Langer designs range 


always tended to make shoes in 
average sizes and widths, but 
this too is changing. Women’s 
shoes now go up to a size 10 
in widths from AAAAA to 
EEE. Men’s shoes go up to 
size 15 and an H width. 

Some developments at the 
British Shoe Fair in the past 
have had a positive effect on 
special needs footwear, such as 
machine washable leather 
shoes. 

But other much heralded 
advances have been 
disappointing, like the Nike 
“Dial a disc” fastening system 


Two of Camp’s made-to-measure styles: Coe, a white 
leather, blue-trim trainer (left) and Charlie, a leather casual 


from £55 to £95. 

As a nation our feet are 
getting longer and wider, even 
though there are still people 
with very narrow feet. 

British manufacturers have 


for trainers. 

On the face of it, this 
seemed the answer for anyone 
who has difficultly tying shoe 
laces. But the very expensive 
trainers which use the system 


American style from Langer: (from left) Dutchess contour- 
last lace-up, Lady Easy Sport trainer and Hercules boot 


At last we’re getting away from styles 
that ‘Granny wouldn’t be seen dead in’ 


are hard to find and the disc 
mechanism keeps the lacing : 
fairly tight which means the 

shoe is difficult to put on. | 
Still, a lot of money has been 
spent on it for the sports | 
trade, so maybe a better : 
product is on the way. 


Send a large SAE for free 
leaflets on Men’s Footwear 
(small, large, narrrow and 
wide), Women’s Footwear 
(ditto) and Prescribed Footwear, 
a wearer’s guide, to the Disabled 
Living Foundation, 380-384 

Harrow Rd, London W9 2HU. 


Camp Ltd (Kickstart), Sales 
Office, Northgate House, Staple 
Gardens, Winchester, Hants 
SO23 9ST, tel: (0962) 855248. 
Camp Lid (Made to measure 
catalogue and branches), 309- 
310 Sovereign Road, King’s 
Norton Business Centre, 
Birmingham B30 3HN, tel: 
021-451 3016. 

Langer Biomechanics Group, 
Brookhouse Way, The Green, 
Cheadle, Stoke-on-Trent, ST10 - 
4ARL, tel: (0538) 755863. 


Ginny Jenkins 1s clothing and 
footwear adviser at the DLF. 
Contact her for specific problems. 


Buy Christmas cards by DN artists! 


Sophia Francis, from St 
Giles School, Croydon, 
painted the eye-catching 
“Christmas tree” reproduced 
on the cover of the cata- 
logue. She and Marcus Baker 
will receive a £50 cheque 
and and a “first off the print 
run” framed copy of their 
card inscribed with their 
name and achievement. 


Two Christmas cards by 
disabled artists, featured in 
The Spastics Society’s new 
Christmas catalogue, were 
both runners-up in DN’s 
1991 Christmas card 
competition. 

Proceeds from the sale of 
these cards will come to DN, 
which, as you know, is a 
non-profit making newspaper. 
So please buy lots of them 
and tell your friends! 

Just fill in and post the 
coupon in the advertisement 
(see left) and the catalogue 
will be sent to you. There is 
an order form for the cards 
in the catalogue. 

Other designs will be sold 
on the DN stand, No 204, at 
Naidex, Wembley. 


head pointer 
and BBC 
computer for 
“Snowscene”. 
He printed it 
by separating - 
the colours 


Marcus on screen and 
Baker from _ overprinting 
Northamp- with coloured 
ton, used a__ ribbons. 
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EQUAL VOICES 
EQUAL CHOICES 


Tit bangar aids Itd. LOth Anniversary 


For ten years Mangar Aids has helped disabled people to 
lead fuller, more independent lives. 


But good equipment is not enough. To be truly independent, 
disabled people must have jobs, housing, transport and 
everything else that non-disabled people take for granted. 


In celebrating our tenth anniversary, all of us at Mangar 
Aids want Disability Now readers to know that we support 
Equal Choices: Equal Voices, the charter for disabled citi- 
zens drawn up last year by the Royal Association for Dis- 
ability and Rehabilitation (RADAR) and Mencap, and the 
Disability Manifesto, Agenda for the 1990’s, agreed by 14 
of the leading disability organisations. 


WE CALL FOR THE SPEEDY IMPLEMENTATION OF: 


* Anti-discrimination legislation to give disabled people 
equal opportunities in the jobs market 


* Equal access for disabled people to continue youth 
training and other employment/training schemes 


* Full and free access to high quality health services, 
including any equipment and aids, and a coordinated 
rehabilitation service 


* Disability benefits that meet the full costs of disability 


* Payments, as of right, from an Independent Living 
Fund which is part of the social security system 


* Community care which is protected by ring-fenced funding 


* The Disabled Persons (Services, Consultation and 
Representation) Act 1986 so that disabled people or 
their representatives will be consulted when their 
community care needs are assessed 


* Accessible housing for independent living with any 
necessary support 


* Accessible public transport 


* Education fully resourced and supported to meet 
individual needs 


As we stand poised for 1993 and closer to European 
economic union, Mangar Aids also supports the call for a 
strong disability voice in Europe that will help create clear 
policies to enrich the lives of its 30 million disabled citizens. 


Mangar Aids Ltd, Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys LD8 2UF. Tel: (0544) 267674. Fax: (0544) 260287. 
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FESTIVAL 
ER 


| Celebrate Myself 


Nottinghamshire Education, 
last year’s Fringe First 
winners, returned with the 
profoundly moving I Celebrate 
Myself. 

The 16-strong cast, 12 of 
whom have learning 
difficulties, worked well 
together. Months of hard work 
paid off in superb timing. 

The subject was ambitious: 
the history of disabled people 
in Western Society since 
Ancient Greece. Through a 
series of skits, some comic, 
others tragic, society’s cruelty 
and ignorance towards disabled 
people was revealed. A 
particularly harrowing scene 
showed the Nazi extermination 
programmes during World War 
Two. Another showed a child 
being left to die of exposure 
on a hillside in Ancient Greece 
(a practice recorded as recently 
as 1822 in Cornwall). 

Sadly there is no room to 
mention all of the cast. Four 
who particularly impressed 
were Louise Biddulph, Mark 
Cooper, Charlotte Hall and 
Paul Waugh. 

Despite the subject, the 
finale expressed a message of 
hope and inspiration. Through 
stunning dance sequences and 
beautiful tableux, everyone was 
urged to “celebrate 
themselves”, whether disabled 
or not. 

Carol Graham 


Love Lies Bleeding 


A long journey to a cosy 
church hall was justified by 
this superlative production. 
Love Lies Bleeding by the 
Kaleidoscope Theatre 
Company told the legend of 
the Holy Grail in mime, dance 
and music. The Grail is a 
universal symbol associated 
with the cup used by Jesus at 
the Last Supper. Its recovery 
will restore an earthly paradise 
of peace, harmony and 
happiness. With almost no 


Disability arts set Edinburgh alight 


dialogue, the plot was 
sometimes obscure, but this 
didn’t spoil my enjoyment. 
The set design by Andrew 
Bryant was impressive, as were 
the costumes by Wendy 
Bryant. John Ravell’s stage 
lighting was extraordinary. 
Founded in 1980, 
Kaleidoscope’s integrated cast 
is mostly made up of young 
people with Down’s Sydrome. 
The company gets no central 
or local government funding. 
There are big plans for the 
future though. As well as 
taking this production to Japan 
in November, Kaleidoscope is 
trying to raise £1 million to 
set up a residential drama and 
arts centre for young people 
with learning difficulties. 
Carol Graham 


Next UK show will be 
Corpsecandle, an Edwardian 
ghost story. 9-12 December, near 
Wolverhampton. Tel: (0922) 
642751. 


Operation Elvis 


Written by C P Taylor and 
performed by the Byre 
Theatre Company, Operation 
Elvis tells the tale of 10-year- 
old Malcolm, a Scottish boy 
who thinks he is Elvis Presley. 

While running away to 
Memphis, he meets Michelle, 
a young girl with cerebral 
palsy, by the banks of Loch 
Lomond. Malcolm knows 
Michelle wants to sail on the 
loch, so he sets about building 
a special pulley to transfer her 
from her wheelchair to a boat. 

Michelle has great difficulty 
communicating, which adds to 
the complicated relationship 
between her and “Elvis”. He 
teases her, calls her names, 
and they fight. 

But a special bond develops 
and Malcolm begins to realise 
that he needs her as much as 
she needs him. In the end, 
Michelle cures Malcolm of his 
obsession and he gives her the 
friendship she has never had. 

The children are played 
unrealistically by two adults, 


Love lies bleeding: Jane Khambatta (left), Ruth Dickinson and Genevieve Woodgate 


Andy Milarvie and Annalu 
Waller, who has cerebral palsy 
herself. Maggie Kinloch’s 
understated production was 


disability, and their struggles 
with the authorities. 

From the start, the parents 
feel their decisions are being 


Operation Elvis: Malcolm (Andy Milarvie) and Michelle 


(Annalu Waller). 


lightweight but enjoyable, and 
there were some admirable 
performances. But as one of 
the first plays with a disabled 
heroine, it could have been 
developed into a much meatier 


piece. 
Carol Graham 


Sticks and Stones 


A woman lies in a hospital 
bed, curtains drawn around 
her. She feels isolated and 
bewildered. A couple are 
shunned by their neighbours, 
too embarrassed to call. The 
parents ask themselves if it 
would not have been better if 
the child had died at birth ... 

Based on true stories, Lyall 
Watson’s Sticks and Stones 
explores how parents try to 
deal with their child’s 


SEAN HUDSON 


taken for them. The child is 
treated as a faceless nuisance 
rather than a little boy. 
Although the nurse says: 
“Patients are our prime 
concern”, the doctor says: 
“You need never see it again”. 
There are endless forms to 
fill in and a confusing array of 
experts to see, all portrayed as 
unhelpful and unsympathetic. 
As the child grows up, more 
and more “experts” decide its 
future. The future seems to 
depend more on money than 
what the parents want. 
Performed by the Welsh 
College of Music and Drama, 
the satire was sometimes crude 
(the jokes unrepeatable). The 
blend of the poignant emotions 
of the parents and the cruel 
treatment of the child was 
designed to challenge your 
responses. But some people 
may have been offended by the 
portrayal of disabled people as 


helpless and stupid in order to 
show how they are sometimes 
treated. 

Sticks and Stones is not so 
much a drama with a message, 
but the dramatisation of a 
message. The fact that the cast 
and writer/director so 
obviously believed the message 


gave the play its power. 
Alan Connell 


Creating Waves 


Creating Waves is an 
Edinburgh-based arts project 
run by disabled people. It aims 
to make arts more accessible to 
disabled people, encourage 
disabled artists and generally 
promote integration through 
workshops and exhibitions. 

For the first time at the 
Fringe, Creating Waves held 
workshops for disabled people. 

The “attitudes and access” 
theme was quickly picked up 
in the music and voice 
workshop. Everyone was 
encouraged to join in by 
beating out rhythms on drums 
and percussion and chanting 
“Communication, education, 
freedom!” 

Later, there was a discussion 
about how disabled people 
were treated by non-disabled 
people. Was it ignorance, fear 
or just narrow-mindedness? 

Day two had sessions on 
photography and art. We took 
photographs of each other, 
made photo-montages and 
drawings of the photographs - 
pictures of pictures! The 
drama workshops were another 
chance to explore what it felt 
like to be on the receiving end 
of ignorance and opposition. 

On the third day there was 
an entertaining slide workshop, 
and a chance to meet Lyall 
Watson, author of Sticks and 
Stones. 

The three days were full of 
fun and invention, as well as 
more serious work. Around 60- 
70 people attended and I’m 
sure future events will be even 
more successful. 

Alan Connell 


Tel: 031-229 4362. 


A FREE 10 DAY COURSE FOR PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES WHO ARE THINKING OF 
STARTING THEIR OWN BUSINESS * 


EKA 


SPONSORED BY: EAST LONDON TRAINING & 
ENTERPRISE COUNCIL. PRESENTED BY: 
DOW-STOKER LTD. 


REEEE 


Have you ever had an idea to start your own business? Have you wondered whether your 
business idea could really take off? 
Do you want professional advice and guidance to prepare a Business Plan? 

Explore how to turn your skills, hobbies or interests into cash, learn how to successfully market 
yourself, your products and services. Find out how to keep the books straight and keep the tax 
man at bay. 

STARTING IN NOVEMBER1992 WITH A ONE DAY PROGRAMME TO HELP YOU 
DECIDE IF BUSINESS IS RIGHT FOR YOU. IF IT IS THEN YOU’LL ATTEND FOR 
ANOTHER 9 DAYS. 

For an application form please telephone: (0279) 730056 or return the slip below: 


Please send me an application form to attend the Awareness Day for the People With 
Disabilities - Thinking of Starting a Business programme 


Ud CO eee First Names cccccdscscthecowesssccbeteecen 


eee SUPAME?) ésandssiiscossnsnssaccoaspube woeoesessebceseppeneee 


Telephone: No: «..:...tesvessssssvees ientvisstesecececeane AOTESS? otra cacckspesecectvanssbuasxeteaartevasas tp picsiceston see aie 


POStCOGE? ois tuseccosed Aoteteteetecbetiee DN10/92 


Send to: Dow-Stoker Ltd., The Mill, Stortford Road, Hatfield Heath, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts, CM22 7DL. 
* Proposed businesses must be based in the London Boroughs of Barking, Dagenham, Redbridge, 
Havering, Tower Hamlets, Newham and Waltham Forest. 
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FILM 


Bitter 
moon 


If you’re viewing Roman 
Polanski’s latest film 
(certificate 18) from just a 
disability perspective, the 
highlight comes when Oscar 
(Peter Coyote), a wheelchair- 
user aboard a luxury liner, asks 
for assistance to get through a 
stepped doorway. “They don’t 
design these boats for me,” he 
remarks. 

It is not exactly a moment 
of great drama, but it does 
speak volumes about everyday 
inaccessible environments. And 
it’s also a provocative and 
positive statement without 
being signposted. 

But this one moment of 
disability awareness is like a 
diamond glinting in the dust. 
You would have to scratch 
around pretty long and hard to 
find others to get excited about 
in this wry, tragi-comic tale of 
amour fou. 

Oscar and his attractive 
young wife Mimi (Emmanuelle 
Seigner), are on a cruise to the 
Orient. He has cornered a 
young Brit, Nigel (Hugh 
Grant), who is also holidaying 
with his wife, Fiona (Kristin 
Scott Thomas) in order to 
recount the disturbing story of 


Mimi (Emmanuelle Seigner) takes the scenic route up Oscar (Peter Coyote). 


his grand passion for Mimi. 

In flashback, Oscar tells how 
he met, fell in love with, out 
of love with and then became 
totally dependent on Mimi. 
This is interspersed with a 
parallel-plot spun out in the 
present which draws Nigel and 
Fiona deeper and deeper into 
the desperate lives of our star- 
crossed lovers. 

Oscar is constantly referred 
to as a “cripple”, and he even 
attacks himself as an 
“obnoxious cripple” (not, I 
hasten to add, with any sense 


of irony). 

The way Oscar sees himself 
is the key to the way the film 
regards disability. At one point 
he comments: “Pve grown 
accustomed to being only half 
a man.” We’re back in that all 
too familiar territory where 
disability for a male character 
equals vulnerability. In this 
case, disability equals 
emasculation (the original of 
which is Clifford in Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover). 

For those watching Bitter 
Moon and content to remain 


oblivious to its failings on the 
disability front, Polanski, after 
a good few years down on his 
luck, turns up trumps. He 
skilfully constructs a 
convincing psychological study 
of an obsessional relationship 
which shifts effortlessly 
between hilarious self-mocking 
comedy and doomed, tragic 
love. What a pity he didn’t use 
his skill to depict the 
wheelchair as something more 
positive than a symbol of 
impotency. 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


PROFILE 
RAE STE 


Julie Fernandez 


When Julie Fernandez joined 
the BBC’s new soap opera 
Eldorado in May it seemed a 
dream come true. 

But poor viewing figures 
(plunging from 11 to five 
million after the first week, 
now creeping up to six 
million), a mauling by the 
critics and the sacking of eight 
of its original cast has placed a 


huge question mark over the 
programme’s future. 

Julie, however, remains 
defiantly optimistic. “All I can 
do is ask people to ignore the 
papers and start watching the 
show. It’s improving all the 
time.” 

Julie, 18, is a wheelchair user 
with brittle bones. She went to 
Lord Mayor Treloar school in 
Hampshire and appeared in 
every play. She also 
represented the South in the 
national schools championships, 
competing in every track event 
from 100m to 800m. 

Her first taste of tv came 
when she appeared on Jim’ll 
Fix It. She also landed a part 


Custom made service for local 
authorities and caring organisations 
«3 Passenger safety equipment 


i A) 
x lars Seat Harness of all kinds 
Lap and diagonal harness 


Square brace restraints 
Child control harness 
Inertia seat belt 
systems 


Unit 17, Lake Business Centre, 
Tariff Road, London N17 OYX 


NMI INDUSTRIAL SERVICES LTD 
Tel: 081-801 5339 
Fax: 081-801 3491 


Julie Fernandez 


as an extra in the movie 
Gorilla In The Mist. 
“Unfortunately the scene was 
cut,” said Julie. “So no-one 
saw my debut!” 

Julie’s big break came when 
her school put her forward for 
the role of Nessa Lockhead in 
Eldorado. “The BBC said they 
wanted a wheelchair user who 
could act and swim, so I fitted 
the bill,” said Julie. 

She joined the cast in May, 
a few days before her 18th 
birthday, and now lives in a 
three bedroom apartment in 
Mijas, Southern Spain, where 
the soap is filmed. 

“TI was sad to leave my 
family and friends in England, 
but I’m always having visitors, 
and after living away from 
home for six years at a 
boarding school it was not too 
much of a wrench. 

“Working on the set is hard. 
We don’t have a lot of time to 


learn our lines, but I get 
plenty of help and ’'m 
enjoying it. The only problems 
I have are the steep Spanish 
hills and the heat, which can 
be overpowering.” 

Julie is conscious of the 
problems facing disabled actors 
who wish to break into tv. 
“There are so few good roles 
open to disabled people. I like 
playing Nessa because she is 
determined, independent and 
can’t stand people fussing.” 

Julie is hoping future 
episodes will feature disability 
issues. “Nessa has already 
protested against a sponsored 
‘walk’ and there are several 
stories in the pipeline that will 
make people think. I want to 
use my part to improve public 
awareness of disability and 
prove that disabled people can 
star in prime time tv shows.” 

Morale among the cast is 
high, says Julie, but the recent 
sackings have caused concern. 
“Obviously it’s a worry, but 


acting is an unstable 


profession. You can never be 
sure about the future.” 

Julie, who passed two A’ 
Levels this summer, would like 
to work in the theatre and take 
a course in psychology. “If my 
acting career does not work 
out, I'd like to do a law 
degree. I love acting but ’m 
keeping my options open.” 

Tim Russell 


I’m an avid 
viewer of LA 
Lam (ITV, 
weekly). Apart 
from its 
excellent 
production, it 
occasionally 
features disabled characters. 
But I wish they would ensure 
that these characters are 
always played by disabled 
actors. 

At one stage, Benny, the 
office clerk with learning 
difficulties, had a girlfriend 
who was played by a genuinely 
disabled actress. Then, for 
four episodes (just before his 
death), disabled actor David 
Rappaport played a dynamic, 
diminutive attorney. 

A recent strand (20 & 27 
August) had bisexual lawyer 
CJ falling for the attorney 
prosecuting her client. This 
character, David McCoy, is 
blind. You can tell that because 
he has all the attributes 
Hollywood gives to such 
characters: not only has he a 
fold-away cane and guidedog, 
but he also feels faces and has 
a whimsical line of banter. The 
cliché “T’ll see you in court”, 
delivered with a knowing grin, 
is but one example. 

Perhaps I would find him 
more convincing if I didn’t 
already know the actor from 
the title role of Sledgehammer, 
a comedy send-up of the Dirty 
Harry films. 

No doubt the sighted actor 
has done his homework to play 
McCoy, but he shouldn’t have 
had to. Brownie points for the 
storyline, instantly deducted 
for casting. 

The Big 8 (C4, weekly, 
beginning 15 August) is back 
for a second series. There’s 
little I can add since reviewing 
it last year. It’s an excellent 
idea to stage a wheelchair 
basketball tournament just for 
television, bringing with it all 
the production values of 
mainstream sports 
broadcasting. 

It’s just a shame that this 
year, as last, the number of 
spectators is still rather small. 

Fighting Back (BBC1, 
weekly) is an odd mixture of 
chat show and documentary. 

It is all about celebrities 
overcoming assorted illnesses 
or disabling conditions. Surely 
the audience knew that famous 
people are not infallible. 

The programmes featuring 
Rick Allen, amputee Def 
Leppard drummer (19 
August), and actress Thora 
Hird, who has arthritis (26 
August), were interesting 
enough and managed to avoid 
excess sentimentality. 

However, the “There but 
for the grace of God” 
implication of the series is not 
one which I would want to 
encourage. 


Chris Davies 
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EXHIBITION 
ET 


Our Selves, 
Our Lives 


“Interesting”, “provocative”, 
“says it all” - these were just 
some of the responses to Our 
Selves, Our Lives, an exhibition 
of photography by disabled 
people at the Kings Lynn Arts 
Centre in July. 

Community photographer 
Robert Merry was 
commissioned to work with 
disabled people to produce the 
exhibition. The result is an 
immensly varied look at 
disability, expressed through 
everything from family snaps 
to complex abstract 
compositions and collages, 
many with punchy and 
challenging text. 

Space allows only a brief 
mention of some of the 
excellent work on display. 


VIDEO 
SE 


Hear My Song 


The first audio-described video 
film has arrived at last, 
heralding a breakthrough in 
home entertainment for 
visually impaired people. 

The audio-described version 
of Hear My Song was launched 
in September by the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 


In one section, wheelchairs 
acquired personalities, one 
musing “When I grow up I 
want to be ...”. A photo by 
Robert Bunting produced 
probably the most 
controversial piece of all, a 
stunning, evocative model of a 


(RNIB) and CIC video. 

A RNIB survey estimates 
that 80 per cent of Britain’s 
one million blind and partially 
sighted people like to watch tv. 

As a regular “tv-er”, I know 
how frustrating it is when you 
can’t follow the action, and 
how irritating it is for others if 
you’re always asking for 
details. In an audio-described 
film, a commentator describes 
the scenery, costumes, facial 
expressions and actions for 
you. This is blended into the 
movie’s original soundtrack. 

The September launch was 


man in a wheelchair made 
from two condoms. 

A strong contribution by 
hearing-impaired 
photographers featured daily 
difficulties. One picture 
showed a bearded lecturer 
being told “We can’t see what 


attended by a willing audience, 
all with varying degrees of 
vision. We were enchanted and 
delighted by Hear My Song. 
With its great story, wonderful 
scenery, rich language, humour 
and touch of fantasy, it was a 
good choice as the first video 
film to have audio-description. 

The audio-description was 
excellent and did not intrude 
on the film. The superb voice 
and reading of Andrew Sachs 
is a joy in itself, and is fitted 
neatly into pauses in-between 
the action. 

Audio-description has 


you’re saying”. 

There was also a look at the 
power of images. Robert 
Bunting’s photographs played 
devastating mental tricks with 
stereotypes. One was a 
powerful, almost brutal, black 
and white picture of a man in 
leathers in a wheelchair with a 
large dog beside him (eff). 
The caption read: “Try it 
punk, make my day”. This was 
paired with another picture of 
the same man with a baby in 
his lap having her nappy 
changed. The caption was: “I 
think his day has just been 
made”. 

For those of us who showed 
work, the experience was 
challenging, satisfying and 
strangely therapeutic. Many 
disabled viewers said how 
much it mirrored their own 
experiences and some non- 
disabled viewers were clearly 
moved to think differently 
after seeing the exhibition. 

Kathy Saunders 


To hire the exhibition, contact 
Liz Falconbridge, Kings Lynn 
Festival and Arts Centre, tel: 
(0553) 774725. 


already proved a great success 
in the United States. It is 
more than just a breakthrough 
in home entertainment - it 
adds to your sense of 
independence, which in turn 
makes you more confident in 
everyday affairs. 

Gioya Steinke 


Available in video rental shops. 
Costs £10 to buy from the 
RNIB, Customer Services, PO 
Box 173, Peterborough PE2 
OWS, tel: (0345) 03153. 
Please quote catalogue number 
PR 10373. 


The NEW Spa Mark II Controller 
Chair offers an unparalleled 
dimension in comfort and support. 
Adimension that was previously 
impossible to obtain from one 
chair making it probably the most 
versatile control and support 

chair available. The design of 
the Spa Mark Il is the result of 
over three years development 


and innovation, born out of our successful Mark | Controller Chair. 


The Mark Il offers eight, variable movements which, in turn, allows 


the user to easily select thousands of different supporting positions. The 
right position, for the right person, at the ™ 


right time, regardless of age or disability. 
Where comfort and support is a necessity, 
then Controller Chair is your answer. 


Controller Chair 


DN10/92 


Address: 


For further information, fill in this coupon and send it to: 


Shanning Mobility Systems Limited, 32-34 College Street, Kempston, 
Beds. MK42 8LU, England. Tel: 0234 269220 Fax: 0234 269223 


Postcode: 
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MOBILITY 
SYSTEMS 


SPLASH PRODUCTIONS 
PRESENTS AN EXCITING NEW DISABILITY ARTS 
CABARET FEATURING MUSIC FROM FISH OUT OF 
WATER AND ISOBEL WARD AS WELL AS SIGNED SONG 
FROM CHARLES HAMPTON. FOR MORE DETAILS 
CONTACT SPLASH PRODUCTIONS ON 
TEL: 081 299-2998. 


PLUS MUSIC BY MAIL ORDER 


RECORDS AND TAPES RECORDED BY ESTABLISHED 
DISABLED MUSICIANS AND INTEGRATED BANDS. 


FISH OUT OF WATER, FRANKIE ARMSTRONG, FREAK UK, 
HEART AND SOUL, IAN STANTON, JOHNNY 
CRESCHENDO, TRAGIC MIKE, WYLDESTYLE INC 
PLUS OTHERS. 


NEW RELEASE BY IAN STANTON CALLED 
“FREEWHEELIN” NOW AVAILABLE. 


FOR CATALOGUE SEND A SAE TO: 
STREAM RECORDS, 77A HINDMANS ROAD, 
EAST DULWICH, LONDON SE22 9NQ. 


FOR DETAILS ON TAPE SEND A BLANK 
CASSETTE. ALSO AVAILABLE IN 


BRAILLE. 


VIDEO 
a Sec 


Thanks again to DN reader 
Kenneth Smith of London 
for keeping us up-to-date 
with the latest subtitling 
news. 

America’s National 
Captioning Institute (NCI) 
is bringing its VideoCaption 
Service to the UK. This 
will enable hearing impaired 
people to enjoy a greater 
choice of Hollywood films 
on video. 

VideoCaptions are 
“closed” subtitles. This 
means that you need a 
special device, called a NCI 
VideoCaption Reader, to 
make the subtitles appear 
on screen. The 
VideoCaption Reader 
should be available in late 
October, £100 (VAT 
exempt) from Sound 
Advantage, tel: (0733) 
361199. Videos with closed 
subtitles will have a small 
square symbol like a tv on 
the cover. 

DN is pleased to 
announce, then, that we ' 
will be adding another 
category to the symbols 
which follow the top five 
videos. From now on, CS 
will mean closed subtitles 
(available to those with a 
VideoCaption Reader), S 
will mean open subtitles 
(available to anyone) and 
NS will mean no subtitles: 


1. MY GIRL (Columbia 
Tristar) Childhood growing 
pains and adult romance 
starring Macaulay Culkin. 


(CS) 


2. FREEJACK (Warner) 
Futuristic tale of body- 
swapping with Mick Jagger. 
(CS) 


3. DOUBLE IMPACT 
(Columbia Tristar) Martial 
arts movie with Van 
Damme playing twins. (NS) 


4. SPLIT SECOND (EV) 
Nonsensical sci-fi horror 
with Rutger Hauer. (NS) 


5. DEAD AGAIN (CIC) 
Reincarnation thriller 
paying tribute to 
Hitchcock.(NS) 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


Chart courtesy of MRIB 


Look out for 

Graeae Theatre Company’s 
new play, A Kind of Immigrant 
by Firdaus Kanga, an “often 
amusing account of a young 
man’s sexual awakening”, 
starts a national tour at the 
Phoenix Arts Centre, Leicester 
7-8 October. Tel: 071-383 
7541 for dates and places. 


Mencap’s 29th International 
Exhibition of Art, 26 
October-1 November at The 
Cottons Centre, Tooley Street, 
London.. 


BOOKS 23 


Veteran disability 
Campaigner Jack 
Ashley published 
his autobiography, 


Acts of Defiance*, 
in September. 

DN presents 
some extracts 


Jack Ashley was born into a 
poor, working-class family in 
1922. His father, a labourer, 
died of pneumonia when Jack 
was five years old. “Mam” 
struggled to bring up Jack and 
his two sisters, working morning 
and night shifts scrubbing floors. 
She remarried in 1933 and had 
another daughter before being 
widowed again. Jack took on the 
leadership of the family. 

Leaving school at 14, his first 
job was working as a labourer in 
an asbestos factory. After 
wandering to and from several 
jobs, he joined the army when 
war broke out. An earlier ear 
infection was causing him some 
hearing problems and he was 
discharged. 

Jack became involved with the 
Chemical Workers’ Union, rising 
through the ranks, before 
winning a scholarship to Ruskin 
College, Oxford ... 

I was impoverished in 
comparison with the 
undergraduates ... As I was 
sending part of my allowance 
to Mam I had great difficulty 
in managing. I was so short of 
money that I answered the 


NISSAN 


advertisement of a middle-class 
couple who wanted a girl to 
clean their house ... as no girls 
volunteered they accepted me. 

A Cambridge scholarship and 
a degree in economics followed. 
Cambridge also introduced him 
to the woman who would be his 
wife and constant support, 
Pauline Crispin. He joined the 
BBC as a producer, before 
becoming MP for Stoke-on- 
Trent South in 1966 ... 

I had heard only the opening 
of the first speech before an 
urgent telephone message was 
passed along the back benches 
to me. Pauline had been taken 
to hospital and our baby was 
due any moment ... The 21st 
of April 1966 was a joyful day 
for Pauline and me. We now 
had three lovely daughters and 
a comfortable house ... and I 
was on the threshold of an 
exciting Parliamentary career. 

Jack bided his time in 
Parliament, being tipped for high 
office. When the hearing in his 
right ear began failing, he 
decided to have an operation to 
repatr the left ear-drum. 
Although he had been assured it 
was only a minor operation, it 
soon became obvious that 
something had gone badly wrong. 
On the day he tried to return to 
Parliament he lost the last 
remnant of his hearing ... 


A gentl 


At that moment I felt in my 
heart that I had begun a 
lifetime of tomb-like silence. I 
took a final look round the 


Ashley: journalist, politician and communicator 


Chamber before leaving for my 
home and family, and to 
prepare for my resignation from 
the House of Commons ... 

Cut off from mankind, 
surrounded by an invisible, 
impenetrable barrier, I could 


VERSA. 


see people clearly, but they 
belonged to a different world - 
a world of talk, of music and 
laughter. 


LORD SNOWDON 


Jack was torn as to what to do 
for the best. Afier much private 
and public clamour, he returned 
to Parliament in 1968 ... 

So was I right to reject well- 
meaning advice to take a quiet 
job and have an easier life? 


5 SEATER (plus 1 wheelchair space) or 4 SEATER (plus 2 wheelchair spaces) 
(Fully converted including windows, ramps, clamps and carpeted) 


# The VERSA is available in both petrol (unleaded) and diesel versions. 
« The Ist Choice for Nursing Homes, Charitable Organisations, Community Transport and Families alike! 
# Inside, is a reliable and safe method of anchoring the Wheelchairs and seats. 
» A double track runs the full interior length of the vehicle. Wheelchair clamps are provided which simply hand-tighten 
to anchor the wheelchair firmly in any position along the track. 
Contact Howard Samuels or John Leach for a full information pack * Including Delivery, number plates and assumes exemption from road fund license. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON - FRI 9am - 7pm 
SAT 9am - 5.30pm 
SUN 1lam - 5.30pm 


CAR CENTRE LTO. 


051 420 2000 


* All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief From VAT and Car Tax as amended in the 1983 Acts. 


eman and a fighter 


Was I being perverse? I didn’t 
know. I was fighting back, but 
there was nothing noble about 
that. It was an instinctive 
reaction, influenced by my 
upbringing and my nature, and 
by the knowledge that the 
alternative of surrender would 
have been even less palatable 
than the struggle ... 

Years of campaigning 
followed. Among many successes, 
he became a household name for 
his efforts on behalf of people 
disabled by the drug 
Thalidomide. In the latter stages 
of his Parliamentary career, he 
was in the forefront of the fight 
for anti-discrimination 
legislation. He retired this year 
after 26 years in Parliament ... 

No one can reasonably 
expect the public to 
understand total deafness. I am 
sometimes bewildered by it 
myself. But with the right kind 
of help, a person deprived of 
all hearing can still get by. 
What matters is the support he 
gets, the attitude of people 
and, above all, his own 
determination. These are the 
means of escaping from the 
apparently inescapable, and 
rejoining society. Blessed with 
a marvellous wife and family, I 
got by better than most. 


*£17.99, Reinhardt Books. 
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FULL RANGE OF NISSAN 
CARS - MICRAS, SUNNYS, 
PRIMERA'S, AVAILABLE 
ON MOTABILITY FINANCE 


‘Disability. Now-month 1992: 


24 PERSON TO PERSON 


share 


Will you still 


include me 


when I’m 64? 


“Oh, I must be getting old.” 
How often have you said that 
as you’ve forgotten someone’s 
name or made a silly mistake? 
Now I’ve reached an “older 
age”, I refuse to say it any 
more (in any case, I’ve always 
had a lousy memory). 
Anyway, 1993 is for those of 
us of mature years. The 
European Year of Older 
People and Solidarity Between 
Generations has four themes: 
“combating ageism”, “health 
promotion and active leisure”, 
“volunteering”, and “removing 
barriers to social and 
environmental integration”. 
While the last theme may be 
the one of most concern to 
disabled older people, it seems 
(from the information I’ve 
seen) that there is no mention 
of people with disabilities and 
the distinctive and very 
positive identity they are 
achieving. And there is no 
mention of the importance of 
information to older people. 
If older people with 
disabilities are to take part in 
the activities being planned, 
they will need information on 
aids and equipment and the 
means of taking part. Why are 
disabled people being missed 


Your Problems 


with Ann Darnbrough 


out in this way? Are the 
organisers simply assuming 
that disabled people will be 
integrated as a matter of 
course (oh that it were so), or 
are they being negative about 
the aspirations of older 
disabled people? 


Life begins at 73 

If so, they’ve got it all wrong. 
In the summer edition of The 
Search magazine of the 
Muscular Dystrophy Group, 
Mrs Thomas, who has limb 
girdle dystrophy, describes 
how at the age of 73 she found 
herself behind the wheel of a 
car for the first time, and how 
in no time at all she had 
passed her test. 

“There will be times when 
you'll think you'll never make 
it,” she writes. “Don’t give up, 
persevere and you'll get there 
in the end.” Her one regret? 
Not doing it earlier. 

If any readers feel similarly 
inspired, please follow Mrs 
Thomas’s example and go to a 
Mobility Centre where you can 
be assessed, and get advice 
about cars and any adaptations 
you may need. 

If you would like more 
information about the 


RENAULT EXTRA 
CONVERSION 


ILLUSTRATED: 1.2L RAISED ROOF EXTRA £10,023 (COST AT 1.7.92.) 


EXCELLENT SIDE AND FORWARD PASSENGER VISABILITY 
SUPERB RIDE COMFORT AND STABILITY 
REALISTICALLY PRICED 

AVAILABLE THROUGH MOTABILITY 


FORD COURIER & SEAT VISTA CONVERSIONS ALSO AVAILABLE. 
FOR LITERATURE OR A HOME DEMONSTRATION PHONE: 


POW NITINIG 
GONVERSIONS 


0722 336048 
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FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE SP2 7NR 


European Year of Older 
People, write to Age Concern 
England (address at end). If 
after seeing the details, you 
feel strongly about the identity 
of disabled people being 
denied, it might be worth 
writing to the organisers*. Let 
me know how you get on. 


Dangerous attitudes 
We recognise, all too well, the 
prejudice disabled people face 
every day. Do you remember 
David, the visually impaired 
social worker who asked for 
help with editing his writing 


(and DN readers rose magnifi- 
cently to the occasion)? He is 
experiencing the age-old preju- 
dice around “safety” - a well- 
known excuse for keeping 
people out of cinemas, restau- 
rants and even jobs. 

David, who has been a social 
worker for three years, has 
never thought of himself as 
being “unsafe”. 

However, when he recently 
applied for a new post that 
involved work with adults, he 
found that this comment had 
been made: “David has been 
advised that some duties are 


not safe, either for him or the 
client, due to his disabilities 
and he has difficulty in 
accepting this.” “Hell, who 
wouldn’t?” David writes. 

Do you have experiences of 
this kind? If so, let me know. 

When I asked for a 
volunteer for David, I also 
mentioned Eve who wanted 
help with writing and, again, 
we found someone. 
Unfortunately, this was only 
temporary and Eve needs help 
again. She lives in North 
London (NW3) and wants a 
volunteer to visit regularly and 
to help sort out papers and 
letters. You would need to be 
able to climb stairs to her flat. 
Please get in touch c/o DN, 
12 Park Crescent, London 
WIN 4EQ. 


Mean-minded 

In August, I touched on the 
subject of religion when I was 
saying how important it was, 
in our multicultural society, to 
respect the views of people 
who belong to different 
religions as well as those who 
claim no religious faith. 

Andrew (not his real name) 
responded by reminding me 
that Wittgenstein, the 
philosopher, asked:“What is 
the meaning of meaning?” 

“If we don’t even 
understand that then perhaps 
we should be circumspect 
about proclaiming particular 
views about the ‘meaning’ of 
religious writings which can 
‘mean’ different things to 
different people. 

“My own view of religion is 
that it is an attempt to justify 
and excuse human behaviour. 
It seems self-evident that most 
people do not like each other 
and need to do each other 
down. Some of them, the late 


Robert Maxwell for example, 
do not mind behaving badly, 
but insist on being buried on 
holy ground. The common 
thread running through most 
religions seems to be the idea 
that after life we shall be 
judged and either exalted or 
damned by an omnipotent, 
benevolent super-being ... who 
will prefer us to others if only 
we believe as religion dictates.” 


Saints and sinners 
“My personal experience of 68 
years of life is that all the 
really unpleasant encounters 
I’ve had, particularly after I 
became a cripple, were with 
people named after a pair of 
Christian saints. 

“When I realised that, as a 
total physical wreck, I would 
need a certain amount of 
physical help if I was to get to 
the grave on time, I turned to 
the heathens. They did not 
seek to make capital out of my 
plight and refused all financial 
reward. Such repayment as I 
could make, giving lifts, 
drafting letters, lending books 
or tools, etc, I naturally made. 
I am greatly in their debt and 
always will be. None of them 
believed in religion and they 
have convinced me that they 
are finer people than many 
who do.” 

What do you think? 


*C/o Age Concern England, 
1268 London Road, London 
SW16 4ER. Banstead Mobility 
Centre provides driving 
assessments, and information on 


local mobility centres and driving | 


instructors. Tel: 081-770 1151. 
Motoring and Mobility for 
Disabled People covers all 
aspects of motoring. £4.50 from 
RADAR, 25 Mortimer Street, 
London WIN SAB. 


For ALL who 


NEED TO WALK 


% Secure 


Positioning 


%* Maximum 


Freedom 


%* Stimulates 


Movement 


FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


Full colour brochure: 


FRONT-LEANING 
GAIT TRAINER 


RIFTON, Dept. DN, ROBERTSBRIDGE, E. SUSSEX TN32 5DR. Tel: (0580) 880626 
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Dan’s the man 
Meet Dan Nugent 
(aka “DN”), the 
new man in your 
life. Join Dan every 
month as he boldly 
goes where few 


characters have 
gone before - the 
disability world. 
You will not believe 
what the world 

has in store for 
our Dan ...! 


The Doings of Dan Nugent (“DN” to his friends) by Rigby 


WHY CAN'T THEY 


ON TOWN MAPS 7 


DN’s crossword 


Answers page 31 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


ACROSS 

1. Atonement (11) 

7. Information (4) 

8. Permitted (7) 

9, 5 down, 15 across. 
Adventure film with 
Harrison Ford (7, 2, 3, 4, 3) 

11. French river (3) 

13. King Arthur’s knights 
looked for it (5) 

15. See 9 across 

18. Third rate (6) 


_ 20. Grinding tool (6) 


21. Hatred (6) 
24. Side glens (anag) 


... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... 


1. Which country’s citizens 
have become almost entirely 


THE CONSORT ARTICULATED DIVAN BED 


LUXURY AT THE PUSH OF A BUTTON FOR BOTH THE 
INFIRM AND ABLE-BODIED AT A PRICE BOTH CAN AFFORD. 


* PRICES FROM £434.00 + V.A.T. * 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO Q.P.S. 
FREEPOST (MR 8560) MANCHESTER M16 8HB 


DOWN 
1. Disability organisation (5) 
2. Lounge (7,4) 
3. Ferocious plant? (5,4) 
4. Forerunner of bus (4) 
5. See 9 across 
6. Cinema chain (5) 
10. Alone (4) 
12. Rusted (anag) 
14. Loose dress (6) 
16. Short period of time (5) 
17. They might be knobbly (5) 
19. Be foolish (4) 
22. Silence __ golden (2) 
23. You (archaic) (2) 


dependent on famine relief for 
survival? 


Choice of electrically 
controlled or manual versions 


Top quality pocket sprung 
mattress 


Available in single or double 
(each side individually 
controlled) sizes. 

Optional adjustable vibrating 
unit 

8" ground clearance - ideal 
for storage or accommodating 
other appliances. 


AIALWAYS DIFFICULT 
/N A STRANLE TOWN 
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PUT CONTOUR LINES \4 
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A team from 
Chippenham’s 
Olympiad leisure 
centre make light 
work of pulling a 43 
tonne Hercules 
plane to raise 
£2,000 for The 
Spastics Society 
(some people really 
will do anything for 


q YOO LL200K. LOS7. 
CAN 1 HELP /N 
ANY SMALL WAY? 


OH./21 SO 
SORRY 


WAYEY ES: 
THANKS 


( 


' 
an it 


4 THOULHT 
YOU WERE A 
FOREIBNER 


J TRYING 
TILER TO 


charity). What could they be one hie they Mae -a-puff? 


September winner 

The £10 goes to John 
Horsfall of London. 
Cricketer “Syd” 
Lawrence is saying: 
“And it’s a mighty sweet 


catch by mid-gullet.” 


Answers page 31 


2. Which chess masters played 
each other again after a 20 
year gap? 

3. Who won the men’s 100m 
Olympic final? 

4. Why was the Government 
dissatisfied with GCSE 
results? 

5. By how much was Kevin 
Maxwell in debt? 

6. Which natural disaster hit 
Florida? 

7. Why was an au-pair ordered 
to leave Britain? 

8. Which newspaper enabled 
people to hear one of Princess 
Diana’s alleged telephone 
conversations? 

9. Why did the Government 
borrow £7 billion? 

10. Which American film 
director was criticised for his 
choice of partner? 


Send your answers please to DN, 12 Park 
Crescent, London WIN 4EQ by 8 October. 


No Drivers = hes Required 


ONLY THE BEST 


IS GOOD ENOUGH 


It will fold into a small hatch-back car. 
It climbs most kerbs at any angle < 
"without the problem of tipping". 

It will climb 1 in 4 hill. 

It will carry a 28 stone person. 

It will go through a 25” opening. 

It has puncture proof tyres. 


Two Year Warranty - 
Safety Comes First on ey 


FOUR Wheels’ 


walking 


It can travel at 8mph 

with a 28 mile range. 

As an optional extra we 

even supply an all weather hood. 


322533 


For Brochure 


P0803 
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Body Therapy, 72 Babbacombe Road, 
Torquay, Devon, TQ1 3SW. 
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Is there a better way to go forward? 


If you like to get around , despite difficulty walking, take 
a look at the new Liberty 2 from Everest & Jennings. 

A marvel in mobility, it makes light work of kerbs, not 
only going up kerbs forwards but down kerbs forwards - 
with Pill view of the road. It's practical, it's comfortable 
and it's unique. 

Both indoors and out the Liberty 2 performs quietly and 
confidently. It moves around the home with ease, 
turning on its own axis. 

Robust for use outside, the large front wheels are ideal on 
rough ground. And it's portable too. 

Enjoy a new freedom, style and versatility with the 
Liberty 2 - an outstanding powered wheelchair. 


Everest C Jennings 
Quality aha service that leas the Why 


M@ Takes kerbs in its stride - forwards. MH Comfortable and quiet. 


@ Superb manoeuvrability - M@ Portable for exploring 
turns on its own axis. further afield. 

Mi Ideal indoors or out - compact HM Minimal maintenance. | 
yet robust. 


THE NEW | 


Opening the door 
to even easler Me: 


ee 


Getting around at home in a wheelchair, 
opening doors on your own can be difficult, 
uncomfortable and frustrating. Leaving doors 
open, letting the heat out and the noise in was 
the only solution. 
Now there's a better solution - the Ezi-Enter. 


An ingenious remote controlled device, at the 
touch of a button the Ezi-Enter opens doors 


from the comfort of your wheelchair. | 
For DIY or professional 
installation the Ezi-Enter 
} offers the flexible, | 
sensibly-priced answer 

i* to easy and independent 
, fete: 55 movement. 
@ Simple and quick to install. @ Secure remote control. @ Powered by rechargeable 
H@ Works on all floor surfaces. @ Automatically closes door Datlenen | 
@ Ideal for both external and again after pre-set lapse. @ Quietly efficient. EZI-ENTER | 


internal doors. 


TO: Nesbit Evans Healthcare Ltd., Mobility Division, 15 Cronin Courtyard, 
Weldon South Industrial Estate, Corby, Northants NN18 8AG 


ED pes oans ealthcare Ltd Send Tel: 0536 67660 Fax: 0536 402507 
10n 

Cap 15 Cronin Courtyard Weldon South Industrial Estate for C] Liberty 2 () Ezi-Enter (please tick appropriate box(es). I 

Corby Northants NN18 8AD colour NAME 


Tel: 0536 67660 Fax: 0536 402507 brochure ADDRESS i 
TODAY j 


Member of the Nesbit Evans Group of companies 


TEL DN10/92 | 
a 
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Making light of heavy metal 


CHECKOUT 


Christine Hodgkinson writes 
Retaining independence is a 
major concern for most dis- 
abled people. I have multiple 
sclerosis, so for me the big 
issue is mobility. 

I work full time and, two 
years ago, was appointed equal 
opportunities adviser for dis- 
ability to an education author- 
ity. My job involves visiting 
schools and colleges, so unre- 
stricted mobility is particularly 
important. 

I realised from the beginning 
that a powered wheelchair 
would ease the physical strain 
of moving about and greatly 
increase my _ independence. 
Finding a suitable chair was no 
problem. What defeated me for 
nearly a year was the question 
of how I was going to transport 
it from place to place. 

The power chair, a Vessa 
Vitesse 2000, allows me to 
reach my car easily and pro- 
vides mobility when I get to 
my destination, but when I 
have struggled into the driving 
seat of my automatic, power 
assisted, hand-controlled car, 
75. kilogrammes of wheelchair 
is still on the pavement. 

I knew exactly what I 
needed: a powered system 
which could lift a wheelchair 
from the road and transfer it, 
again under power, into the 
back of an estate car or hatch- 
back. I knew that I could not 
handle a lifting system which 
required any physical effort or 
assumed that I could balance 
away from the car. 

Despite exhaustive enquiries 
through national organisations, 
and a lengthy tour of the 
Mobility Roadshow at Brack- 
nell in 1991, I could not find a 


_ single company able to demon- 


band found 


strate a fully powered system. 


One-offs were suggested, but at 


a considerable price. 


Then, by chance, my hus- 
two engineers, 


John Booler and Dennis Meek 


of Nu-Guage Precision Engi- 


neering. They knew nothing 


— —_ «s 


! 


about disability and therefore 
did not offer conventional solu- 
tions. 

They have devoted an enor- 
mous amount of their own time 


MOVES 


Three field workers have been 
appointed at the Association for 
Spina Bifida and Hydro- 
cephalus (ASBAH): Di Kil- 
burn, West Yorkshire, Pam 
Heseltine, Clwyd and Denise 
Tedder, Essex. §Remploy 
Wheelchairs has appointed four 
sales representatives. Jean 
Harte covers the South, Helen 
Warnock the North, Sarah 
Brookes is sales office manager 
and Clive Walker is engineering 


| Sales office manager for York- 
| shire and Humberside . 


to solving the engineering and 
electrical problems involved - 
even down to thoughtful little 
touches like fitting a spotlight 
for easy night-time operation. 
The result is a neat, effective 
and entirely power-operated 


hoist. It has been designed and 
built from scratch to make the 
minimum of physical demands 
on the user. Control is via a 
detachable panel which can 
either be held in the hand or 
attached magnetically to any 
convenient part of the car. 

The unit has been fitted to 
my Escort Estate for about four 
months now and, apart from 
minor adjustments to prevent 
the belt which lifts the chair 
from twisting, it has operated 
absolutely faultlessly. 

I can now carry out my job 
much more effectively and it is 
an enormous relief to know that 
I do not have to involve other 


people every time the chair has 
to come in or out of the car. 

If there is enough interest, 
John and Dennis are prepared 
to market a system which 


would operate at two levels. In 
addition to the fully powered 


Christine Hodgkinson: independence at the touch of a button 


CONRAD HODGKINSON 


unit (around £1,900) there 
would also be a simpler and 
cheaper entry level version. 
This would lift the chair under 
power, but you would then 
need to rotate it into the vehi- 
cle by hand. 

Both versions would use the 
same basic components so this 
could be upgraded to the fully 
powered system at any time. A 
system which can grow with 
the needs of the user might 
have a lot to recommend it. 


Nu-Guage Precision Engineer- 
ing, 120 Bradway Road, 
Sheffield, S17 4QW, tel: (0742) 
368799. 


The NEW Cyclone M.P. is a “fully adjustable” lightweight wheelchair. A 
perfect first choice. The Cyclone M.P. allows you to adjust seat height/angle, 
castor position/angle, rear wheel camber, also adjustable upholstery gives you 
total comfort as well as high performance. An all-round winner! 


Whether you’re a dedicated sportsperson or need a lightweight wheelchair for 
greater mobility, the Cyclone range has the chair for you. 


Call Now on (0244) 310089 or fill in the form and 
Send For Your FREE Information Pack 
CJS Custom, FREEPOST, Chester CH2 3YZ 
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WHAT’S ON 


Waltham Forest Disability Celebration Day. 4 October (2pm- 
Ilpm) at Lloyd Park, London E17. Free. Contact Linda Laurie, 
Waltham Forest Disability Unit, Forest Road, London E17 4)F, 
tel: 081-527 5544 ext 4236, minicom ext 4729. 


Disability Appeals Tribunals, Errors of Law, a course on 22 
October in Central London. Details and costs from the training 
and membership worker, Disability Alliance ERA, 88-94 Went- 
worth Street, London E] 7SA, tel: 071-247 8776. 


Cerebral Palsy: A Medico-Legal Investigation, a one day con- 
ference. 22 October at Wembley Conference Centre, London. 
£250. Contact Penny Moore, AVMA, tel: 081-291 2793. 


Disabled People: Pregnancy and Early Parenthood, a confer- 
ence. 23-25 October at Hereward College, Coventry. £40 (parents) 
£165 (professionals). Contact The Maternity Alliance, 15 Britannia 
Street, London WC1X 9JP, tel: 071-837 1265, minicom: 837 9151. 


Positive Images: Positive Action, a conference on rights for 
people with learning difficulties. 26 October in Kensington, Lon- 
don. £110 (plus VAT). Contact the conference co-ordinator, Men- 
cap National Centre, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1Y ORT, tel: 
071-454 0454. 


Hallowe’en Fancy Dress Ball, Hove Town Hall on 31 October. 
Tickets £10, proceeds to Hamilton House Day Centre. Contact 
David Ashcroft, tel: (0273) 739658. 


G&M 


COACHWORK 


DEVON 


VEHICLES FOR THE DISABLED 


CAR AND LIGHT VAN CONVERSIONS FOR 
THE FAMILY. WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY 
PLUS 3-6 SEATS. A SELECTION OF NEW OR 

GOOD USED VEHICLES BUILT TO SUIT 
YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS. 


CONTACT: DAVID VOOGHT 0803 812260 


Remarka is pleased to introduce the BECOMPANION 
Lift Seating Range and the Telestik Portable Retriever 


Telestik Portable 
Retriever 


Additional pads 
and velcro 

grip 
available 


Model 2100 


P=! es Safe, reliable and classically simple, Companion 
Lift Seats all incorporate an innovative Seat Lift 
Mechanism. Based upon a Gas Spring Actuator, this 
; device provides a gentle, near-constant force to ease 
\ the user into and out of the seated position, whilst 
maintaining superior “lift and tilt” motion. 


User weight and seat angle are simply dialled in at 
the control panel, which also has seat-locking and 
mechanism release controls. 


B: Custom Contouring of the patient’s special and 
specific requirements. Allows air to circulate, non 
restraining. Lower patient injury risk and dependency. 
Improves spinal/pelvic alignment. Chest support, 
velcro enclosure belt for greater comfort. Anti slouch 
cushion. Soft, comfortable, washable, light. 


Wheelchair lift seat 


E Portable lift seat 
also available 


The Telestik Portable Retriever reduces to 8" and extends to 34". It has an adhesive 
pad which sticks to products you wish to pick up. It also has a hook to pick up keys etc. 
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Return to Remarka Enterprises, 9 October Place, London NW4 1EJ. 
Tel: 081-203 2473. Fax: 071-224 4547. 
Trade Enquiries and Purchase Orders Welcome. 
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Leeds University’s rehabilita- 
tion research unit is running a 
photography competition 
for disabled people. They want 
photos of disabled people 
“showing their abilities” for 
use in a guidebook. First prize 
is £50 plus a chance to see 
your pictures in print. Send as 
many photos as you like, with 
your name, address and age 
(must be under 30), to Sally 
Guthrie, “Photability”, Reha- 
bilitation Research Unit, 36 
Clarendon Road, Leeds, LS2 
9NZ, tel: (0532) 334936. Clos- 
ing date 30 November. 


Money Matters, an In Touch 
guide, gives ways of coping 
with practical money problems 
and advice on benefits. Avail- 
able in large print, braille and 
on audio cassette. £2.95 from 
Money Matters, PO Box 7 
London W3 6XJ. Cheques 
payable to BSS. 


Susan and Gary Bourlet (right) 
were married at North Wal- 
sham Church, Norfolk, in 
August. They met through the 
dating agency Handidate, The 
Wellington Centre, 52 Cheval- 
lier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk 
IP1 2PB, tel: (0473) 226950. 


The East London TEC and 
training consultants Dow- 
Stoker are offering a free 
course for disabled people 
on starting up a_ business. 
There will be an initial aware- 
ness day on 14 November. For 
an application form contact 
Dow-Stoker Ltd, The Mill, 
Stortford Road, Hatfield 
Heath, Bishop’s Stortford, 


Herts, CM22 7DL, tel: (0279) 
730056. 


Achieving User Participation is a 
guide for planners, purchasers, 
providers and users who want 
to target services more effi- 
ciently to meet disabled peo- 
ple’s needs. £4 (inc p&p) from 
Living Options in Practice, 
BEBC. Distribution Ltd, PO 


Box 1496, Poole, Dorset, BH12 
3YD, tel: (0202) 715555. 


Getting the Best from Your 
Wheelchair is a guide to using 
a basic wheelchair from the 
Royal Association of Disability 
and Rehabilitation. £1 (inc 
p&p) from RADAR, 25 Mor- 
timer Street, London WIN 
8AB, tel: 071-637 5400. 


The National Music and 
Disability Information Ser- 
vice provides information and 
encourages the development of 
opportunities in music for dis- 
abled people. A free informa- 
tion leaflet in large print is 
available from NMDIS, Dart- 
ington Hall, Totnes, Devon 
TQ9 6EJ, tel: (0803) 866701. 


Are You Sitting Comfortably? 


This amputee is. His limb has been fitted with the new Endolite Turntable 


No how easily this 
Above Knee amputee 


is able to sit. A simple 
touch of a button on 
The Turntable permits 
full shake free 360° 
rotation, comfortably 
locking onto a single 
position for walking. 
facility. 
* Allows Above Knee 
Amputee to sit 
cross-legged. 


* User easily puts on 
and ties shoes by 
sitting cross-legged 
on a chair. 

* Push button can be 
positioned anywhere 
through 360°. 

* Built in shift and tilt 
socket alignment 


* Compatible with 
the existing 
Endolite range. 


For more informa- 
tion contact the 
Blatchford Sales 
Department on 0256 
465771. 


Chas. A. Blatchford & 
Sons Ltd, 

Lister Road, 
Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG22 4AH 
Phone: 0256 465771 
Facsimile: 0256 479705 


SINIDOLTE 


BEC ELECTRIC SCOOTAPLUS, 
complete with charging system. One year 
old, little used, serviced and in excellent 
condition. £900 ono. Tel: (0494) 678400 
(Bucks, evenings only). 


CHILTERN SHOWERLOO, | side 
entry with ramp for wheelchair access. 
Half door with top curtain and hand- 
basin. 3 grap bars. Macerator. Can be fit- 
ted in any room. Buyer collects. Cost 
£2,700. Will accept £1,500. No offers. 
Tel: (0691) 772992. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, Everest 
& Jennings Whisper Elite. New batteries 
and charger. £1,200. Tel: (0742) 584974 
(Sheffield). 


VOLKSWAGEN LT28 LAREDO 
motorcaravan, 1991 H registration. Blue. 
1,200 miles. Sleeps 2/3. Toilet and 
shower compartment, hot water, fridge, 
cooker, heater, awning.  Interbility 
wheelchair lift on side. £19,000. Tel: 
021-308 4233 (Sutton Coldfield). 


AUSTIN MAESTRO AUTO Gi reg, 
power steering. Feeney and Johnson 
hand controls. 8,000 miles only, excellent 
condition. £4,950. Tel: (0625) 874934. 


ONE PAIR TELESCOPIC RAMPS. 
960mm, loose fitting. £100. Tel: (0422) 
366398. 


INTERBILITY AUTOMATIC 
wheelchair lift. Recent new motor. Fits 
side or rear doors on transit VW Trans- 
porter side door. £600. Tel: (0532) 
505362. 


COMBINATION BACKREST/BACK 
PACK for wheelchair user. £9. Tel: 071- 
485 3537. 


VESSA VITESSE Mk III. £700. Regu- 
larly serviced. Shopping bag. Fold for car 
boot. Excellent condition. Tel: (0256) 
461015. 


SUPA BYKE PETITE TRICYCLE, 
support frame and footclamps. Suit child 
aged 5-8 years old. VGC. £185. Tel: 
(0582) 421502 (Luton). 


ORTHO KINETICS LIFTING reclin- 
ing chair, as new condition. £600. Tel: 
081-643 3831. 


APOLLO BATH with built in hydraulic 
seat lift. Ideal for person with difficulty 
getting in and out of a bath. For details 
tel: 081-950 0852. 


EVERACTIVE TURBO RX700 pow- 
ered chair, suit 5 to 8 years. New April 
92. £3,500. Plus Duet Wheelchair tan- 
dem bike 4 years old. VGC. £800. Tel: 
(0491) 651991. 


CARTERS CHEETAH CHASSIS elec- 
tric wheelchair. £2,893. New, one year 
old, never used. Will accept £2,500. Seat 
£90 from Carters. Tel: 081-305 2523. 


ORTHO KINETICS REHA-BUGGY. 
Excellent condition. Cost £1,000 new, 
will accept £350 ono. Tel: (0533) 776119. 


EVEREST & JENNINGS LIBERTY 
electric wheelchair, good condition. 
£850. Tel: (082572) 2112 ext 410 or 
(0435) 882606 (Sussex). 


POIRIER MICRO 
WHEELCHAIR, easy to 


ELECTRIC 
dismantle, 


excellent condition. 8 months old, cost 
£2,750. Will accept £1,600. Tel: (0673) 
844739 (Lincs area). 


SEAT 1990 G REG. 6,000 miles only, 
just like new. Professionally converted, 
adapted to carry wheelchair with electric 
chairlift fitted. Cost new over £8,000. 
Accept £4,000 ovno. Tel: (0977) 514080. 


BATRICAR WITH HOOD, good con- 
dition. £700 ono. Tel: (0592) 873685 
(Fife). 


WHEELCHAIR CARRIER & 
COVER, fits on cars towing hitch when 
chair is folded. Excellent condition. 
£140. Tel: (0272) 776651 (Bristol). 


1988 CARCHAIR SYSTEM for Ford 
Escort or similar. Passenger side. VGC. 
£800. Tel: (0992) 37776. 


TOWN & COUNTRY BOOSTER, 
three wheel electric scooter. As new. 


£650. Tel: (0978) 755204. 


BATTRICAR, YELLOW, very good 
condition, weather apron, battery 
charger, lights and horn all working. 
£500 or very near offer. Tel: (0375) 
850570. 


18 IN CYCLONE LIGHTWEIGHT 
manual wheelchair. Rigid 18 in frame, 
back hardly used. Tetra quick release 
wheels with spoke guards, finished in 
metalic red and gold. Ideal mid to low 
level para. Cost £1,000. Will sell for 
£700. For more details tel: 071-2549496 
(most evenings). 


CARMOBILITY 900 TRAVEL SEAT 
for fitting to Ford Sierra. 2 years old, lit- 
tle used. Any reasonable offer. Tel: 
(0795) 874606 (evenings). 


ELSWICK ENVOY, 15,000 miles. 1982 
power steering. Beautiful condition, 
garaged. £2,000 just spent on it, foot and 
hand controls. £4,000 ono. Tel: 081-743 
5140. 


VOYAGER SCOOTER, 12v. Hardly 


used, immaculate. £550. Tel: (0234) 
228840 (daytime) or (0604) 39899 
(evenings). 


BEC STERLING SCOOTER  excel- 
lent condition, newly serviced. Battery 
charger. Cost £2,000. Accept £600. Tel: 
081-311 3441 (evenings). 


METRO CHAIRMAN B REG, 80,000 
miles. Reliable car £2,500 ono. Also 
child’s Spa Chair £100. Tel: (0582) 
841221 (Herts). 


ROVER 820SE AUTO with hand con- 
trols. 89 F reg. Electric windows, sun 
roof etc. Superb high spec luxury car. 
75,000 miles, well maintained. Only 
£4,500. Tel: (0642) 458700. 


ESCORT VAN A REG, professionally 
converted. Takes one wheelchair, 3 pas- 
sengers. VGC, bargain £1,500. Tel: 
(0709) 895103 or (0709) 895662. 


AUTOMATIC G REG VOLVO 340, 
blue, fully fitted with Car Chair system. 
Electric chair, power wheel retraction. 
Servicing of car and chair free of VAT. 
For sale in October. £9,950 ono. Tel: 
(0323) 768971. 


MANUAL WHEELCHAIR, nearly new 
adjustable foot rests. Fits into most car 
boots. £95. Tel: (0234) 711960. 


adhesives, polish, 
marquetry kits 
professional, 
all your 
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ENJOY 
MARQUETRY 


With more than 100 species of veneer, specialist tools, 
accessories and a range of over 100 i 
always in stock, beginner or | 

you can rely on Art Veneers for 
marquetry needs. 


Michael White, 
The Art Veneers Co. Ltd, 
Industrial Estate, Mildenhall, 
Suffolk IP28 7AY 
Tel (0638) 712550 i 
Fax (0638) 712330 


FOR RENT 


WHEELCHAIR FLATS TO RENT. 3 
bedroom x 1 bedroom in South East. 
Only people willing to participate in run- 
ning of housing co-op need apply. Write 
to: Mayday, 4 Prospect Place, London 
SE8 5BZ. 


Continued on page 29 


PROPERTY FOR SALE 


CHARMING 3 BED DET BUNGA- 
LOW. Wide doors, level throughout. 
Ideal wheelchair user. Off-street parking 
for 2 cars. Pretty garden. Greenford, 
Middlesex. £112,000. Tel: Carter (0895) 
235831. 


WANTED 


HANDPOWERED TRICYCLE. Adult 
size. Any condition. Tel: (0272) 604559. 


ELECTRIC SCOOTER AND 
WHEELCHAIR urgently required as 
new condition. Tel: 081-953 1238. 


FIND-A-FRIEND 


MALE, 31, would like to hear from any 
leg amputees of similar age and either 
sex. Hoping to meet and make new 
friends, from any area. Box No. 476. 


MONOPEDIC WIDOWER, from mid 
Wales, involved in DTP publishing, 
would like to meet someone approaching 
retirement, either sex, to share home, 
disabled facilities, car, etc, with the 
expectation of building a new life. I like 
photography, steam trains, country 
music, good food, dogs. Box No. 477. 


MALE WITH SPINAL DISEASE 25- 
35 would like to meet a similar guy. J am 
well-adjusted and independent but 
lonely. Disabled or able-bodied friend for 
long-term friendship, Dorset, Hampshire 
or Somerset. I need a friend. Details, 
photo and phone no please. Box No.478. 


FEMALE, 19 with very slight leg and 
arm disability. Works as an admin assis- 
tant, just passed a two year course in 
business and finance. 5ft 2in, slim build 
with shortish blond curly hair. I have a 
friendly, outgoing, caring personality. I 
am mobile and have my own car. I would 
like a penfriend (male or female) possibly 
from Yorkshire. Box No. 479. 


GUY 30-40, young outlook, compassion- 
ate nature, sought by demure mature 
thirty-something female. Hopefully share 
interests, Derbyshire area, appreciate 
photo. Box No. 480. 


DISABLED CHRISTIAN BOY, 16 
from Ghana. Hobbies are music, sports, 
reading, writing letters, receiving and 
exchanging gifts. Wants penpals from 
London (men or women, able-bodied or 
disabled). Box No. 481. 


NORTHERN IRELAND MALE, 27 
with spinal disease, would like to meet a 
similar guy between 21-30 years old. Iam 
well adjusted and independent by lonely. 
Able-bodied or disabled friend for long- 
term friendship. Anywhere. I need a 
friend. Details, photo and phone number 
please. Box No. 482. 
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For people with disabilities. 

Be assertive and join Handidate. 

The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk 1P1 2PB. 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


Friends in Need 
Disabled Partners 


Being disabled need not be a 
handicap. Are you lonely, bored 
and longing to make new friends? 


WE CAN HELP - CALL US 


We specialise in establishing new 
friends and relationships for 
all able bodied and disabled 

people nationwide. 


WE CAN HELP - CALL US NOW 
081 676 0396 
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| FOR SALE 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 


ENTERPRISE 
CO-ORDINATOR 


Salary £15,669 


D A I PAC AZINE 


DAIL MAGAZINE HAS A PART-TIME POST AVAILABLE FOR A 


PUBLICATIONS ADMINISTRATOR 
Two days per week @ £11,000 pro rata. 


reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


EPC - Equipment for the 
Physically Challenged 


Folding and rigid lightweight wheelchairs 

for sale. Authorised dealers for Action 

Technology, Quickie and Swede. Also a 
selection of ex-demonstration and 
second hand wheelchairs available. 


For further information phone 
(0252) 547939 Hants, or our NEW 
office in Coventry (0203) 422327. 


POWERCHAIRS @ 
(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) et 
Nearly new, hardly used 
Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. 
All models wanted and for sale. 
gx the right one to suit your 
: individual problem. 
Free Advice, 
Delivery, Collection. 
All Areas Covered. 
Ring Mr Gibbons 


021-357 4965. 


RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 
and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 
purchased for cash. 
DOLPHIN LIFTS 081 861 2370. 


GBL SERVICES 
MANUAL LIGHT WEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIRS 
(New & Secondhand [All Types]) 
® Bought and Sold 
®Repairs, Services and Alterations 
®Parts Supplied ... Fitting Available 
® Hiring Service Available 


Advice and Alternative Enquiries 
Welcome Contact: Jamie: 
Unit E3 & E4, Shield Business 
Centre, Shield Drive, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 9EX 
Tel: 081-569 8955 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND ADVICE - 
ALL AREAS COVERED. 


TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 
SOUTH 081 343 3535 


SAVE LOADS OF MONEY by ordering 
and picking up your adapted van in New England, 
USA. Fully accessible accommodation. Airport 
pick up arranged. For information pack write, 
phone, fax Beverley Nameche, Vanfare USA, 11 
School Street, Essex, MA 01929 USA. Tel: 0101 
508 768 6228. Fax: 0101 508 768 3601 


FASHION PANTIES. Designed for disabled 
people and ladies in wheelchairs, (no bending 
req.). In white, cream and floral cotton. Sizes, 

small, medium, large, ext large. Price £10 + 

£1.50 p&p. Money refundable within 7 days. 

Cheques made payable to “Daisy Fashions”, 
56 Gordon Road, Lymington, Hants S041 8HP. 


Disability Now 1s not responsible for 
the claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints. Readers are advised 
to check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


SEND US YOUR 
SMALLS... 


..and make a big impres- 
sion. Small ads in DN reach 
over 80,000 people for just 
£3 a line 

All small ads must be paid 


for in advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the 
form on the right. Send it 
and a cheque for the total to 


Disability Now, 12 Park 
Crescent, London WAN 4EQ. 


= TOTAL INDEPENDENCE . 


ey Leal’, 


| For a fast and efficient service contact 


Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


pocccoooo on ---------- 


Friendly, efficient person required to be responsible for organising a large monthly 
mailout, updating information on the word processor, maintaining detailed records of 
subscribers and making contact with a wide variety of people. 

For an application form in print (ordinary or large print) or on cassette tape please 
contact: DAIL Magazine, 5 Crowndale Road, London NW1 1TU. Tel: 071 387 5911 


(voice and minicom) 


The post Is only open to disabled people.The magazine Is currently based In the 
Artsline office which is fully accessible to wheelchalr-users. 
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Rascal Scooters 

© Superior quality. 

© Easily transportable. 

® Built-in battery 
charger. 

@ Wide price range. 

For further details 

FREEPHONE on 

Cx) J 0800 252614. 
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Mr Evans on 021-366 6796 any time. 


British Computer Society 
Disablement Specialist Group 


USING IT TO MAKE THE SYSTEM WORK FOR YOU 


London Electricity Education and 
Training Centre, Camden, London. 
3rd and 4th November 1992. 


Conference to look at the way in which 
technology can empower disabled people 
throughout their lives, especially in School 

Education; Higher and Further Education; Training 
and Employment; Living in the Community. 
Supporting Exhibition. Further details and 

application form: Events Unit, CSP, 14 Bedford 
Row, London WC4R 4ED. Tel: 071-242 1941. 


rc 

Classified lineage advertisements 
Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or fullstop and a space after each sentence. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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Youth Clubs U.K. 
National women workers conference 


Friday Eve 20th Nov. to Sunday 22 Nov ’92. 


TALBOT RANCHO, 1983. 
2 owners. 46,000 miles. Hydraulic rear 
suspension for wheelchair access. 


One year’s MOT. Superb condition 
throughout. £2,195 - finance available. 
Tel: Stevenage (0438) 726770 (day) 

(0438) 741837 (evenings). 


SERVICES 


A d P 5 Accessible 
am FTiCe Vehicles 

If you need a vehicle to carry up to five seated 

passengers and a wheelchair but your budget 

will not stretch to a new one, contact us. 

* Used accessible vehicles supplied 

* Access conversions to your vehicle 

* Passenger use and access conversions to 
used vans 

* Realistic prices 

* Any make supplied 

Our comprehensive service includes locating a 

suitable vehicle, processing H.M. Customs & 

Excise requirements and delivery to your door. 


Tel:Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779 


_ MEDICAL 


HAIR LOSS 


The established medical lotion being 
used worldwide to treat thinning hair and 
hair loss is available for home treatment 
privately from Dr W Mackay, PO Box 
458, Glasgow G42 8QJ. For complete 
information call or write to Dr Mackay. 
Telephone 041 423 1037. 10am-5pm 
Mon-Fri. Worldwide Distribution. 


FOR RENT 


Disabled? Ready for independence and to live 
your own life, but need some personal help? 
Having difficulty finding somewhere suitable to 
live? We may have the answer at Grove Road, 
Notts. , with appropriately adapted modern two- 
bedroom ground floor accommodation currently 
available to rent. Wessex tracking hoist from 


bedroom through to bathroom, and back-up 
team of helpers if you need them. Very good 
situation for right applicant. Phone for informal 
discussion, written information and possible 
interview, Mansfield (0623) 511549. 


a. an 


For further information contact: L 
Carola Adams, Development Officer for 
work with young women. 
Tel no: 0952 433965. 
Gillian Henderson, Development Officer for sport. 
Tel no: 0203 716154. 
27 Hodge Bower, Ironbridge, Telford TF8 7QQ =! 


* The premises are fully accessible to wheelchairs. 
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(Scale SO1) 


OUTSET develops technology related employment opportunities for 
people with disabilities. OUTSET has contracted to deliver an 
enterprising development programme for people with disabilities in 
Kent, in partnership with two organisations - Skills Training, South 
Kent and Firmstart Medway. 


OUTSET wants to recruit a person with a disability to co-ordinate 
this contract. The work will include providing advice, support and 
training to people with disabilities who want to consider enterprise, 


and will include assisting with initiation of ideas, identifying 
opportunities, and post-launch support. 


The post holder will be required to work across Kent. 


We are looking for an enthusiastic, motivated person who has 
these skills, and a keen interest in developing them in others. 


For an application form and further details please contact:- 
Vickie Roe (Personnel Officer), OUTSET Limited, Drake House, 
18 Creekside, London SE8 3DZ. Tel No. (081) 692 7141. 


CLOSING date: Wednesday 28th October 1992 


OUTSET has adopted a positive action programme @ @ 
designed to promote career opportunities for 
disabled people at all levels in the organisation. 


All our premises are accessible to wheelchair users. 


DaRT - Dial-a-Ride and Taxicard Users Ea 


Researcher and Lobbyist (3 days/week) =§ = 
DaRT is the leading lobbying organisation for improving transport for people eae 
with disabilities in London. We are looking for a researcher to undertake DaRT 
survey work and monitoring of the Dial-a-Ride and Taxicard service. 
Experience using quantitative and qualitative research techniques essential. The work 
will also entail lobbying of relevant transport organisations. Commitment to improving 
transport with people with disabilities is essential. 

Salary NJC Scale SO1: £17,673 - £18,714 inc. London weighting (pro rata) 

15 days holiday. Non-contributory pension. 1 hours per week. 
APPLICATIONS FROM PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND FROM ETHNIC MINORITIES 
POSITIVELY WELCOMED. DakT is an Equal Opportunity employer. 

Further details and application forms from: 

DaRT, 25 Leighton Road, London NW5 2QD. Tel: 071-482 2325. 

Closing date: 31st October 1992 
This post is funded by the London Boroughs Grants Committee. 


DISABILITY IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD 
December 7th - 11th 1992 (accessible venue) 


A multi-disciplinary, five-day Course to share information and 
experience and to extend the debate on disability and development 
issues. This is an opportunity to discuss and learn more about the 
challenges facing disabled people and service providers in 
developing countries. 


Contact: Madeline Greenhalgh, IDEA, William House, 101 Eden Vale 
Road, Westbury, WILTS BA13 3QF. Tel: (0373) 827635. 


Marylebone Centre Trust Education & Training Unit 


MA In Community & 
Primary Health Care: 
Towards Reflective Practice 


A new postgraduate programme with an interprofessional focus for 
advanced practitioners - Care Workers, Nurses, GPs, Social 
Workers, Therapists, PAMs, Managers, Police. 
Two year day release starting February 1993. 
Accreditation sought: University of Westminster 


Full details from Sally Kneeshaw, Administrator, Marylebone Centre Trust, Regent’s 
College, Inner Circle, Regent’s Park, London NW1 4NS. Tel: 071-487 7415. 
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Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 
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DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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The Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled People is recruiting for a 


TEAM LEADER 
SO2, £17,208 - 30 hrs per week, £14,750 pro rata. 


with staff and organisational management skills, experience of developing and 
managing projects, and a detailed understanding of the politics of disability. 


HOLIDAYS 


SUNNY TENERIFE 
Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments 
Brochure: Lynne James Ltd, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 1JW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


NEWHAM PARENTS’ CENTRE 
BREAKINGROUND TRAINING PROJECT 


A 17-year-old community-based educational charity working in the London Borough of 
Newham requires a full-time 


SUPPORT TRAINER (£13,023 pa) 


to assist a small training scheme for adults with learning difficulties seeking routes into 


the community through gardening. 

DETAILS AND APPLICATION FORM from Mimi Spence (BST), Newham Parents’ Centre, 
Docklands Access Programme, Dock Director’s Building, Gate 6, Tidal Basin Road, 
Royal Victoria Dock, Custom House, London E16 1BL. Tel: 071-511 1012. 

CLOSING DATE for receipt of completed application forms 4.00pm Monday 19th October. 
An organisation striving for Equal Opportunities, we welcome applicants from all 
sections of the community, especially women, people with disabilities and people from 
minority ethnic groups. 


Try a WINGED FELLOWSHIP Holiday in 
Britain or Overseas. Great fun and full 
care provided. Write for free colour 
brochure. Winged Fellowship, Angel 
House, 20/32 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 2594. 


Please send for information, stating if braille or large print is required to - 
GMCDP, Unit 33, Cariocca Enterprises, Ardwick, Manchester M12 4AH. 
The closing date for applications for this post is 30th October 1992. 


ONLY DISABLED PEOPLE NEED APPLY. 


WHITECHAPEL 


is seeking an 


INFORMATION ASSISTANT (part-time) 


To work on the Whitechapel Art Gallery's Information Desk, providing an effective 
arts information service to visitors, and other enquiries by post and telephone. 


The ability to respond to a wide public and enthusiasm for the contemporary 
visual arts are essential for this 2 day a week post. Keyboard and computer skills 
are desirable (training is available). 


Salary scale 1-7, £8,530 - £11,657, pro rata 
Closing date Friday 23 October 1992 
Disabled people and local residents are particularly invited to apply for this post. 


P/T EMPLOYER LIAISON OFFICER 


£8,736 per annum (21 hours per week flexible) 
To liaise with employers in the London Borough of Camden and sell the merits of 
recruiting disabled people. The Liaison Officer will introduce the benefits of recruiting 
from the employment training services in Camden and Excel and will be based in both 
Camden Town Hall and Excel Recruitment in Hornsey. (Re-advertisement.) 


P/T SECRETARY/ADMINISTRATOR 


£12,000 per annum pro rata (16 hours per week flexible) 
To provide full reception and administrative duties to the Director. Must have 
experience of word processing, organisation of office bookings, recording of information, 
typing and have a good telephone manner. (Re-advertisement.) 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and 
heated - linen provided. Peaceful 
country setting for touring Exmoor, 
Dartmoor and Devon Coast. Brochure 
from South Coombe Farm, Witheridge, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 
860302. 


MAR Y SOL, Los Cristianos, Tenerife. 
Wheelchair accessible apartments and 
studios to rent or buy in luxury complex. 
Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
health treatments. Video available. 
Cheap flights. Sue Abbott, 123 
Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
Middx TW19 5NxX, tel: (0753) 685718. 


We are actively looking to appoint disabled people to the above posts. 
Contact Peter Moore or Trudi Scrivener on 081 348 8141 for further information and 
application forms. 


EXCEL RECRUITMENT 


For a job description please send an s.a.e. to 


Assistant Administrator, Whitechapel Art Gallery, Whitechapel High Street, 
London E1 7Qx. 


The Whitechapel is compiling a mailing list of disabled people interested 
in working at the Gallery who will automatically be sent all job vacancy 
information - please contact us with your name and address if you 
would like to be included on this list. 


The Whitechapel is an equal opportunities employer. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
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NORTH EAST, 
DERBYSHIRE 


As a Local Authority absolutely committed to meeting the needs of our 
community we are seeking to recruit a higher proportion of disabled 
people (both registered and non registered). 


Therefore we are looking for applications from disabled 


people only for the following post. 


PLANNING DEPARTMENT 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 
TOURISM OFFICER (P.314) 


$02/P01-4 £17,208 - £19,110 


(Essential user car allowance) 

To be responsible for the preparation, monitoring, review and 
implementation of Economic Development and Tourism Strategies for 
the District. This includes close involvement with European Community 
and Rural Development Programmes, and Coalfield Community 
Campaign Work - the District includes a large part of the North 
Derbyshire Coalfield and its regeneration is one of the major challenges 
facing the Council and the post-holder. 


The successful applicant will hold a suitable degree or postgraduate 
qualification, probably in Planning or Economics, and will have 
substantial experience in the Economic Development and Tourism field. 


In return we can offer:- 


A welcoming environment 

Flexible working hours 

Nursery placements (subject to availability) 

Career with opportunity for advancement 

Continuous professional development 

In house training programme 

Availability of aids and adaptations for disabled employees 
Free access to leisure facilities 

Maternity/paternity leave 

If at any time you are required to travel as part of your duties a taxi may 
be arranged and fares paid if appropriate. 


Anyone wishing to discuss this post please telephone John Bentley on 
Ext 2448. 


An application form and job description may be obtained from The 
Planning Department, North East Derbyshire District Council, Council 
House, Saltergate,Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S40 1LF. Telephone (0246) 
eas ext 2444. The information will be available in Braille, large print 
or tape. 


Closing date - 15 October 1992 


Job share available 


Mit 


DEFENDING JOBS AND SERVICES 


Disability Now October 1992" 


telephone (0892) 525133. 


Holiday facilities database is a new small 
computerised service which stores details of 
hotels in Dorset and Somerset. For £1.50, this 
new service has been specially designed to 
help you the disabled person find the right 
hotel. Please send only a SAE to HFD, Hill 
Dairy, Piddlehinton, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 
71G or telephone (0831) 240780. 


Relaxing Farm Holidays in breathtaking 
Snowdonia National Park. Stone built 18th 
century farmhouse, level access, en-suite 
bedrooms, in character converted buildings with 
tv, tea-making, CH. Ideal touring location - 
scenic drives to beaches, lakes, mountains and 
castles. Generous portions of fresh wholesome 
food. Help feed a variety of friendly animals. 
B&B from £15. Weekly BB and evening 
meal £145. Children’s reductions. 
Tel: (0766) 87397. Small groups catered for. 
Awarded WTB assisted wheelchair access. 


YORKSHIRE DALES 
Self-catering cottage adapted for 
wheelchair visitors. Newly converted 
barn on high moorland, between Pateley 
Bridge and Grassington. Beautiful views. 
Sleeps up to 5+2. Comfortable, well- 
equipped. Children, dogs welcome. 

Phone: (0423) 711747. 


A beautiful Welsh stone cottage nestled in 
a quiet valley on the River Granell. Close to 
mountains, hills and Cardigan Bay. Fully 
equipped for the disabled visitor. To sleep 
5 persons. Bed linen and towels supplied. 
For colour brochure phone Richard and 
Linda Burgess on (0570) 470275. 
*INDOOR HEATED SWIMMING POOL 
AND GAMES ROOM NOW OPEN+ 
Weekend/midweek breaks now available. 


PUBLICATIONS 


NEW WRITER? Dear Sir, the magazine 
written by its readers, publishes short 
features by UNKNOWNS. CASH 
AWARDS. For sample issue send A4 
S.a.e. and £1 to 54, Frant Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 5. 


SPORT 


World Number One Hitesh Lakhani Disabled 
Professional Snooker Player since 1990. 
Played Steve Davis, Alex Higgins etc, made 147 
break. Available for exhibitions, tournaments, 
product endorsements, promotions, coaching, 
charity etc etc. Can use BSL sign language if 
required. For further details contact 
081-891 3957 or 081-891 4955. 


Did you know that 
Disability Now is a non- 
profit making newspaper 


and welcomes donations? 
If you can help, write to 
DN, address on page 2. 


A PROJECT ADMINISTRATOR (Part-time) 
17.5 hours per week. £14,442 pa (pro rata) inc. LW 


is needed for this new project, set up by Action for Disability Kensington & Chelsea to 

broaden opportunities in training and leisure for younger people with disabilities (aged 

16-40). The new worker will join two outreach workers already in post, supporting them 
and providing the first point of contact with project users. 


ADKC is an Equal Opportunities employer, and positively encourages applications from 
people with disabilities. The offices are fully accessible and finance is available for 
adaptations. 


For further information and application form contact: 
Peri Stanley, ADKC, 19-27 Young Street, London, W8 5EH. Telephone: 071-937 7073. 
Closing date for applications: 23 October 1992. Interviews: 3 November 1992. 


+ CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S GROUP OF SERVICES - 


Race Equality Officer — 
Environmental Services 
PO4 £23,136 — £24,837 


Haringey has one of the largest black and minority ethnic 
populations in the country. 42% of the Council's workforce are black 
and minority ethnic. 

Race Equality Officers are based in the 4 frontline services 
including the Environmental Services and one in the Central 
Equalities Co-ordinating Team. 

Environmental Services comprises a range of services including 
Planning, Environmental Health and all Leisure provision. Our aim 
is to sustain and improve the environment and quality of life 
available to all local people. 

The level at which the appointment is being made requires you 
to have at least 2 years experience in the field of race equality. The 
ability to write complex and analytical reports based on research 
and best practice is essential. 

Negotiation and effective presentation are also an essential 
asset for the job to be done through a process of organisational 
development. 

People with disabilities who meet the basic criteria for this post 
will be guaranteed an interview ahead of other applicants. You will 
work from the location of Environmental Services which has 
wheelchair access. All post are open to Job-Sharing unless 
specified. Applicants may apply with or without a Job-Sharing 
partner. 

People from the Greek and Turkish Cypriot communities are 
encouraged to apply as they are currently under-represented in the 
Council's workforce. 


For an application form please ring 081-862 2978 
(24 hr answerphone) quoting reference EU/161. 
Closing date: 23rd October 1992. 


SHARINGEY COUNCIL & 


“Haringey is working towards becoming 
an equal opportunities employer” 


FULL TIME SECRETARY TO THE PRINCIPAL 


This is a busy and varied job in pleasant surroundings. The Grange Centre is a 
residential home and sheltered workshop for adults with disabilities. It is also an 
independent registered charity. 


The post holder will be required to deal with a busy telephone, correspondence, reports 
and typed accounts, plus all the usual activities of a small but busy office. In addition, 
the job involves taking minutes at the meetings of the Council of Management which 
currently meets every second month, typing them and circulating meeting papers at the 
correct times. The work is far from routine and requires responsibility and initiative. The 
post holder will be required to use a word processor; we are currently using WordPerfect 
with which some familiarity would be an advantage. The Grange is fully accessible and 
this job would be suitable for anyone with a mobility impairment. 


For further information please ring Mary (the current post holder who is retiring) or write 
for a job description and application form. 


Salary will be negotiable according to experience. Interviews will be held during the 
first week of October with a view to the successful applicant starting on 2 November. 
The Grange Centre, Rectory Lane, Bookham, Surrey KT24 5NR. Bookham (0372) 452608. 


PONT ssh gir co Pig oe ot Bs 
CITIZEN (pay award pending) 
ADVOCACY CONTRACT FOR 18 MONTHS 


(End of March 1994) 


ACA needs a third Coordinator (full-time or as a job share) to 
develop and run a new exciting venture called the Complaints 
Procedure Advocacy Scheme. Avon Social Services have adopted a 
Complaints Procedure and are funding ACA to find advocates for 
people wanting support when speaking up for themselves. 


The Coordinator needs to be determined, imaginative and 
have a real talent for relating to people and for recruiting 
and training volunteers. 


For further details and an application form, please write to: 
ACA, 182 St. Michael’s Hill, Cotham, Bristol BS2 8DE. 


Closing Date: Monday 19th October 1992 
Applications from disabled people are welcome 
ACA is working towards becoming an Equal Opportunities Employer. 


TWO RESPONSIBLE 
POSITIONS FOR 
APPLICANTS WHO HAVE 
= PHYSICAL OR SENSORY 
DISABILITIES 


Waltham Forest 


A unique 200-member Centre run for and by people with disabilities to 
enable us to live full lives in the community. We require:- 


TRAINING OFFICER 
£14,625 - £15,546 incl. (subject to evaluation) 


Responsible for vocational training of 15 trainees in administration, 
support work and transportation. Training experience in its widest sense 
is necessary. A relevant qualification and experience of NVQs would be 
an advantage. 


ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
£13,023 - £14,196 incl. (Subject to evaluation) 


To lead our office team providing a full range of administrative services, 
including word processing. Experience of computer systems and staff 
supervision preferred. 


The DRC is strongly committed to equal opportunities and aims to 
appoint one of these posts for a suitably qualified person from the 
African/Caribbean community in order to maintain a balanced staff team. 


For more information and an application form contact:- Recruitment, 
Disability Resource Centre, 1A Warner Road, Walthamstow, London E17 
7DY. Telephone: Voice or Minicom: 081-520 8347. 


Closing date for receipt of completed applications: 23rd October 1992. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 


VACANCIES/COURSES 


Please contact the 


Advertisement Manager, 


Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 
12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 
Tel: 071-252 1362: 
Fax: O71- 237 8019. 


Deadlines for Novem- 
ber issue: booking by 
9 October, camera 
ready artwork/copy by 
13 October. 


CROSSWORD 


ANSWERS 

ACROSS: 1. Restitution 

7. Data 8. Granted 

9. Raiders 11. Lot 13 Grail 
15. Lost Ark 18. Shoddy 
20. Pestle 21. Enmity 

25. Seedlings 

DOWN: 1. Radar 2. Sitting 
Room 3. Tigerlily 4. Tram 
5. Of The 6. Odeon 

10. Solo 12. Duster 

14. Kaftan 16. Spell 

17. Knees 19. Dote 22. Is 
24. Ye 


NEWS QUIZ 


ANSWERS 

1. Bobby Fischer and Boris 
Spassky 2. Linford Christie 
3. An inspectors’ report said 
examination standards were 
too low 4. £406 million 

5. Somalia 6. Hurricane 
Andrew 7. He was male 

8. The Sun 9. To maintain 
the value of the Pound 

10. Woody Allen 


AGENTS REQUIRED 
Supplement your income earning 
commission as a Sales Agent 
working from home. 
Details from AHG, 7 Roundberry 
Drive, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8LY 


County Surveyor's Department 


Hampshire is one of the largest highway authorities in the Country 
- our work is concemed with the planning, maintenance and new service 
provision for transportation and highways, road safety, passenger 


transport and waste ih 
management. r 


From time to time, 
? we have vacancies 
for suitably qualified/ 
experienced 
professionals in 
civil engineering or 
| H transportation planning. 
el Bs 


We normally place advertisements in the local and/or specialist press COUNTY SURVEYORS 


(e.g. New Civil Engineer, The Surveyor). 


DEPARTMENT, 


If you feel you have relevant qualifications and/or experience please 
write and tell us, quoting reference CS/DN, and we will see if we can 
match your skills with our current or future requirements: 


The Castle, Winchester, Hants 
$O23 8UD. Tel: 0962 846835 


We pursue a policy of equality of opportunity. Applications are particularly welcome from people with disabilities. 


i Hampshire 
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CLASSIFIED 31 


The Shape of User-Led Services 


Many disabled people’s organisations and others have developed their own 
services which differ significantly from traditional service patterns. What is 
the potential for extending these user-led services more widely? Are there 
limits and, if so, where? And what would the implications be for existing 
service - providing organisations and for their staff? 


The Social Services Policy Forum has received a grant from the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation to study these questions. We are looking for a 
freelance writer/researcher with experience of user-led services to 
undertake 8 weeks’ work over 8 months (November 92 - June 93). He or 
she will have the support of a well-informed working group and of staff at 
the National Institute for Social Work. 


Please get in touch with Nahid Ziaee for further information. 
Closing date for applications: 7th November 92. 


National Institute for Social Work, 5 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9SS. 
Tel: 071-387 9681 ext. 270. 


Disability Now 


The campaigning 
newspaper for people 
with all kinds 

of disabilities 

Please SUPPORT DW by SUBSCRIBING NOW 
DISABILITY NOW SUBSCRIPTION ORDER 


Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
FREEPOST 17 London W1E 3HU with your remittance 
made payable to 

DISABILITY NOW. No stamp is needed. 


NAME 
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
ADDRESS 
POSTCODE 
Please tick / 


| wish to become a 
new subscriber to Disability Now [_] 


Individual at 
home address 


One year (12 issues) £10 [_] 
Two year (24 issues) £19 [_] 


One year (12 issues) £15 [| 
Two year (24 issues) £29 [_] 


Organisations / 
authorities etc. 


Overseas One year Sterling £20 [_] 


* Multiple copies £____1year (12 issues) [_] 


We enclose Cheque/PO LJ 
A voluntary donation towards costs £ —__ LJ 


| authorise you to charge my VISA[_] ACCESS [_] 
Account No. 


Expiry Date___/ _ Signature 
Telephone ACCESS/VISA account. no. to (071) 383 4575 


Disability Now is a non-profit making publication. It is sent 
free to disabled people on low income if they let us know. 


* Multiple copies a 
2 copies £24, 3 copies £36, 4 copies £48, 5 copies £60, 6 copies £72, g 
10-50 copies £100, 51-100 copies £125. One year (12 issues) only. 
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32 NEWS 


Fight for better toilets | Councils called to 
account on services 


A group of parents is calling on 
the Government to introduce 
public toilets that are more 
accessible for disabled and 
elderly people and mothers 
with pushchairs. 

All Mod Cons (AMC) wants 
legislation that would ensure 
higher standards of design, 
maintenance and hygiene and 
provide enough space for par- 
ents who need to change their 
children’s nappies. 

Susan Cunningham, from 
Cardiff, launched AMC 
because she was fed up with 
the lack of changing facilities in 
public toilets and angry at hav- 
ing to pay for “disgusting” 
ones. 

“The problem is that British 
design standards are outdated 
and the law does not require 
local authorities to provide 
public toilets,” she _ said. 
“Instead, the law leaves it up to 
local authorities.” 

AMC supporter Ann Blades, 
from Peterborough, who has 
had both arms amputated, said: 
“People with hand impairments 
find it difficult to get into our 
local toilet because the RADAR 
key is hard to turn. Then it is 
difficult to lock the door when 
you’re inside. A new kind of 
locking system is needed.” 

DN reader June Davies, 
from Stoke, finds it difficult to 
change her 26-year-old son in a 


public toilet. He has spina 
bifida and hydrocephalus and is 
doubly incontinent. 

“Tt’s a real problem because 


he needs to lie on the floor to 
be cleaned and_ changed. 
Unfortunately, there is not 
always the room in public toi- 
lets and the floors are often 
dirty.” 

AMC is urging everyone to 
write to the Prime Minister, 
insisting that the provision of 


Time off: Ann Blades with grandchildren Emma and Max 


public toilets is included in the 
Citizen’s Charter. 

The campaign is supported 
by the National Federation of 


Bus Users, National Action on 
Incontinence and the National 
Childbirth Trust. 


All Mod Cons, PO Box 366, 
Cardiff CF2 6YN. 

The Rt Hon Fohn Major MP, 
10 Downing Street, London 
SWIA 2AA. 


People will be able to assess 
how well their local council 
services live up to the stan- 
dards set by the Citizen’s Char- 
ter when the Audit 
Commission’s indicators are 
put into operation next year. 

Last month 152 questions, 
including ones on the accessi- 
bility of public buildings and 
the amount of money spent on 
services for disabled people, 
were issued for public consulta- 
tion. (Deadline for comments 
31 October.) 

The aim is to print the 
answers in local newspapers for 
citizens to see. The Commis- 
sion will also collect the infor- 
mation and publish national 


Guide to guard against abuse 


The Family Planning Associa- 
tion (FPA) has launched a 
unique training manual that 
aims to raise awareness about 
the sexual abuse of people with 
learning difficulties. 

Working with the Unthinkable 
teaches care staff ways of iden- 
tifying, responding to and pre- 
venting sexual abuse. 

FPA director Doreen Massey 
said: “We hope the manual will 
help equip staff to protect and 


league tables. 

Audit Commission chairman 
David Cooksey said: “Once 
people have clear information 
about the quality and cost of 
each service, they will be abl 
to judge whether the council i 
giving real value for money.” | 

But a spokeswoman for the 
Association of Metropolitan 
Authorities said the Commis- 
sion had been given an impos- 
sible task. | 

She claimed its indicators 
could not measure the quality 
of local services effectively. 


| 
| 


Citizen’s Charter Performance 
Indicators, £5, from the Audi 
Commission, tel: (0272) 236757. 


respect the rights of people at 
risk.” 
Voice, a group campaigning 
for people with learning diffi- 
culties who have been abused, 
met junior health minister Tim 
Yeo in September to emphasise 
the severity of the situation. 


Working with the Unthinkable, 
£2.50, FPA, 27-35 Mortimer 
Street, London WIN 7R7. Tel: 
071-636 7866. 


The Ford Escort has always been one of the best 
selling cars in the Motability scheme, and the latest 


Ford Escort should be no exception. 


Although only slightly wider than its predecessor, 


it's considerably roomier inside. Shallower sills and 
taller doors that open wider, make getting in and out 
easier, particularly when you have awkward items to 


carry, such as a foldaway wheelchair. 


When we designed the 


new Escort, we considered 


every kind of family. 


Height adjustable front seat belts ensure all 
occupants travel comfortably, and there's also a remote 
release (on L models and above) for the new lower and 
wider tailgate. 

Another creature comfort is power assisted 
steering, available for the first time as an option 


(1.6 litre engine models only). 


For more information fill in the coupon opposite, 


or call freephone 0800 252 983. 

Alternatively, contact one of our Motability 
specialists (you'll find one at almost every Ford main 
dealership). They'll also be able to give you details 
of the special Escort for disabled drivers. 


Remember, you don't have to be a disabled driver 


to qualify for the Motability scheme. In fact you don't 
have to be disabled at all. If you have a friend or 
someone in your family who is disabled you simply 


have to be nominated by them to act as their ‘chauffeur: 


[Ford Motor Company, FREEPOST, Dept EWA, 
St. Mary's Green, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3BR. 
| Please send me the Motability scheme details. 


| arte == eee 


Address 


Telephone 
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